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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils 
of  the  West  Gloucestershire  United  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1958.  I  have  done  my  best  to  prepare  this  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  I  have  restricted  this 
report  to  the  public  health  functions  of  the  District  Councils  and 
excluded  particulars  of  County  Health  Authority  services  and 
of  hospital  services  and  so  refraining  from  attempting  to  make  it  a 
general  health  services  guide.  I  have  refrained  from  calculating 
rates  such  as  the  infant  mortality  rate  when  the  numbers  are  small 
as  such  rates  are  misleading. 

I  should  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  and  support  I  have  received  from  the  Chairmen  and  Members 
of  the  Councils.  Newent  Rural  District  was  added  to  my  area  at 
the  beginning  of  November  and  I  can  only  say  how  happy  I  am  to 
work  for  the  Council  of  this  pleasant  Rural  District. 

I  have  to  thank  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their  loyal 
support  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Councils  for  their  co-operation. 
I  thank  the  Inspectors,  Surveyors,  Clerks  to  the  Councils  and 
other  officers  for  their  assistance  in  preparing  this  Report,  and  to 
the  printers  for  their  care. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  T.  HUNT. 


GENERAL  ITEMS 


Birth  and  Death  Rates  Compared 

Birth  Rate 


England  and  Wales  .  16.4 

Combined  Forest  Area  ...  15.6(16.4) 

East  Dean  .  15.8  (16.3) 

West  Dean  .  14.8  (15.5) 

Lydney  R.D .  16.3  (18.1) 


Death  Rate 
11.7 

10.9  (11.7) 
9.9  (10.5) 
12.0  (11.6) 
11.3  (12.6) 


The  Birth  Rate  is  the  number  of  live  births  per  1,000  population; 
the  Death  Rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  per  1,000  population.  The 
figures  in  brackets  are  the  “corrected”  rates  which  are  obtained  by 
multiplying  the  crude  rate  by  the  appropriate  comparatability 
factor  issued  by  the  Registrar  General. 


There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  childbirth. 


There  were  14  deaths  during  the  first  year  of  life  (8  male  and 
6  female),  12  of  these  being  during  the  first  four  weeks  (7  male  and 
5  female).  There  were  794  births.  There  were  552  deaths. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death 

Coronary  disease  and  angina 

Other  heart  disease  . 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . 

Vascular  diseases  of  the  nervous  system 
Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumoconiosis  (18  deaths) . 

Accidents  . 


Percentage  of 
total  deaths 

12.5 

20.1 

5.8 

13.2 

16.1 

4.2 

4.2 

3.2 
2.7 


These  percentages  tally  closely  with  those  of  the  country  as  a 
whole,  except  that  the  pneumoconiosis  deaths  are  naturally  rather 
more. 


Cancer  Deaths. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Stomach . 

6 

5 

11 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

20 

1 

21 

Breast  . 

. . .  — 

8 

8 

Uterus  . 

— 

3 

3 

Other  . 

20 

21 

41 

Leukaemia 

4 

1 

5 

50 

39 

89 

2 


National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  47. 

Apart  from  the  case  mentioned  in  the  East  Dean  notes,  no  persons 
were  recommended  for  compulsory  removal  as  being  in  insanitary 
conditions,  not  able  of  looking  after  themselves  nor  receiving  care 
and  attention  from  others. 

Anthrax  Order  1938. 

Two  notices  were  received  under  this  Order  but  both  were  with¬ 
drawn  as  not  of  this  disease. 
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Notifications  of  certain  Infectious  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis  Cases. 


1 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Tuberculosis 
(new  cases) 

Tuberculosis 
(Total  cases 
on  Registers) 

Cinderford 

122 

5 

3 

9 

79 

Drybrook  . . 

7 

7 

2 

6 

37 

Ruspidge  . . 

50 

1 

3 

2 

25 

Awre 

21 

2 

— 

1 

14 

Mitcheldean 

97 

13 

— 

4 

25 

Littledean  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Longhope  . . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

16 

Ruardean  . . 

1 

13 

— 

— 

12 

Churcham 

9 

3 

— 

- — 

5 

Huntley 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Blaisdon  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Male 

160 

22 

4 

12 

116 

Female 

156 

25 

4 

11 

109 

TOTAL 

316 

47 

8 

23 

225 

Bream 

1 

_ 

1 1 

5 

25 

Ellwood 

— 

1 

1 

— 

6 

Broadwell  . . 

— 

2 

1 

1 

16 

Berry  Hill  . . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

19 

Milkwall  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Pillowell  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

Whitecroft . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11 

Parkend 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Yorkley 

— 

— 

— 

2 

20 

Viney  Hill  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Coleford  . . 

1 

3 

— 

2 

27 

English  Bicknor 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Lydbrook  . . 

— 

17 

1 

1 

21 

Joys  Green 

— 

3 

— 

1 

20 

Clearwell  . . 

4 

2 

— 

— 

4 

Redbrook  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Staunton  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Male 

4 

20 

1 

12 

119 

Female 

3 

21 

2 

5 

75 

TOTAL 

7 

41 

3 

17 

194 

Lydney 

1 

8 

2 

3 

31 

Tidenham  . . 

16 

2 

— 

3 

23 

St.  Briavels 

1 

17 

2 

— 

12 

Aylburton  . . 

— 

9 

— 

2 

5 

Woolaston 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Hewelsfield 

3 

7 

— 

1 

3 

Alvington  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Male 

10 

20 

2 

6 

45 

Female 

11 

23 

2 

3 

37 

TOTAL 

21 

43 

4 

9 

82 

Grand  Total  Male 

174 

62 

7 

30 

280 

„  „  Female 

170 

69 

8 

19 

221 

TOTAL 

344 

131 

15 

49 

501 

4 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Measles. 

344  cases  were  notified.  The  cases  at  Churcham  were  in  January, 
being  a  continuation  of  the  epidemic  which  started  there  in  the 
previous  December.  The  four  cases  at  Clearwell  were  in  March  and 
those  at  Tidenham  in  July.  This  disease  was  epidemic  at  Soudley, 
Cinderford,  Mitcheldean  and  Awre  from  September  to  November. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  131  notifications  compared  with  174  in  1957.  The 
cases  at  Longhope  were  in  January,  those  at  Churcham  in  February 
and  those  at  Ruardean  in  February  and  March.  The  cases  at  St. 
Briavels,  Hewelsfield,  Tidenham  and  Lydbrook  were  from  April 
to  June,  those  at  Aylburton  and  Lydney  in  June  and  those  at  Dry- 
brook  and  Awre  in  September.  In  October  and  November  the 
disease  was  prevalent  at  Mitcheldean  at  the  same  time  as  measles. 
The  cases  at  Bicknor  occurred  in  November. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  15  notifications.  The  disease  remains  mild. 
Diphtheria. 

For  the  tenth  year  in  succession  there  has  been  no  case  of  this 
disease.  The  importance  of  immunization  in  removing  the  haunting 
fear  of  this  disease  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized. 

Dysentery. 

There  was  only  one  notification  of  this  disease  and  on  investi¬ 
gation  this  was  found  not  to  be  a  case. 

Puerperal.  Pyrexia. 

There  were  12  notifications.  One  rise  of  temperature  to  100.4 
deg.F.  or  more  in  a  woman  within  14  days  of  the  birth  of  her  child 
is  notifiable. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 

There  were  8  notifications  during  the  year. 

Erysipelas. 

There  was  one  notification  of  this  disease. 

Meningococcal  infection. 

There  were  no  notifications. 
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Mumps. 

This  was  epidemic  in  March  at  Huntley,  Berry  Hill,  Broadwell 
and  Coleford,  at  Lydbrook  from  May  to  July,  at  Woolaston  in 
July,  at  Churcham  in  October,  Ruardean  in  November  and  Blaisdon 
in  December. 

Chickenpox. 

This  was  epidemic  at  Drybrook  in  February,  at  Cinderford, 
Yorkley,  Bream,  Lydney  and  Scowles,  Coleford  in  the  second 
quarter,  at  Woolaston  in  the  last  quarter  and  Aylburton  in  Dec¬ 
ember. 


Rubella  (German  Measles). 

The  School  Returns  show  this  to  have  been  widespread  in  April, 
May,  June  and  July,  especially  in  the  latter  two  months.  At  Littledean 
there  were  38  cases  to  the  150  on  the  School  Register.  Ruardean, 
Ruspidge,  Cinderford  and  Mitcheldean  which  were  affected  two 
years  previously  appeared  to  have  escaped. 

Food  Poisoning. 

(i)  About  2  a.m.  on  the  1st  August,  a  middle  aged  woman  and 
her  elderly  father  were  awakened  feeling  ill  with  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea.  The  doctor  was  called  early  and  forthwith 
notified  them  as  cases  of  food  poisoning.  The  only  food  that 
they  had  in  common  the  previous  day  was  a  ‘‘Bath  Chap” 
(cooked  part  of  a  pig’s  face),  which  they  had  at  9.40  p.m. 
Specimens  of  faeces  did  not  show  any  organisms  of  the  enteric 
salmonella  or  dysentery  groups,  but  a  similar  “Bath  Chap” 
gave,  on  culture,  a  heavy  growth  of  staphylococci.  I  regard 
these  as  cases  of  staphylococcal  toxin  poisoning.  The  bath 
chaps  were  delivered  wrapped  from  another  part  of  the 
County  on  the  30th  July,  were  kept  in  the  refrigerator  in 
the  butcher’s  shop  until  this  one  was  sold  on  the  morning  of 
the  31st.  This  was  then  kept  in  a  reasonably  cool  place  at 
the  patient’s  home  until  eaten  at  9.40  p.m. 

(ii)  An  apprentice  at  the  Army  Apprentices’  School  at  Beachley 
was  taken  ill  with  diarrhoea  and  a  raised  temperature  on 
the  9th  July.  Salmonella  aertryche  (now  known  as  Sal¬ 
monella  typhi-murium)  was  found  in  the  faeces.  This  case 
was  not  notified  until  the  28th  July,  when  it  was  too  late 
to  investigate. 

Poliomyelitis. 

(i)  On  the  13th  June  the  parents  of  a  girl  of  13  living  in  Cinder¬ 
ford  called  in  their  doctor.  She  had  been  feeling  ill  since 
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the  4th  June  but  had  insisted  on  going  back  to  school  for 
her  poliomyelitis  vaccination  injection  on  the  9th.  She  had 
weakness  in  the  legs  and  arms  and  tingling  in  the  palms  of 
her  hands  and  soles  of  her  feet.  She  was  notified  as  suffering 
from  paralytic  poliomyelitis  and  removed  to  Over  Isolation 
Hospital  on  the  13th.  Difficulty  in  breathing  and  swallowing 
arose,  and  she  was  transferred  to  Ham  Green  Isolation 
Hospital.  Here  a  diagnosis  of  acute  infective  polyneuritis 
was  made.  Characteristically  the  amount  of  protein  in  the 
cerebrospinal  fluid  was  greatly  increased.  This  girl’s  con¬ 
dition  deteriorated,  her  weakness  became  severe  and  she 
had  to  be  fed  by  a  stomach  tube.  She  became  blind.  After 
lying  in  this  condition  for  several  weeks  a  very  slow  im¬ 
provement  began,  and  it  was  possible  to  discharge  her 
home,  and  although  classed  as  blind  her  vision  was  gradually 
recovering.  This  rather  rare  condition  would  appear  to  be 
a  toxaemia  rather  than  an  infection. 

(ii)  On  the  first  of  August  a  Cinderford  boy  aged  13  was 
admitted  to  the  Over  Isolation  Hospital  with  signs  of 
meningeal  irritation.  He  quickly  recovered  and  a  tentative 
diagnosis  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  made.  Specimens 
sent  to  the  M.R.C.  Laboratory  at  Colindale  were  reported 
on  six  weeks  later  as  containing  Coxsackie  virus  B.  This  is 
a  neurotropic  virus  which  is  not  the  same  as  the  polio¬ 
myelitis  virus. 

(iff)  On  the  29th  September  an  apprentice  at  the  Army  Apprent¬ 
ices’  School  at  Beachley  became  ill  with  what  was  at  first 
diagnosed  as  pleurisy.  He  was  sent  to  St.  Athan’s  Hospital 
and  from  there  he  was  transferred  to  the  Cardiff  Isolation 
Hospital  where  a  poliomyelitis  vims  was  identified  on  the 
24th  October.  This  case  was  not  notified  until  17th  April, 
1959. 


Tuberculosis. 

49  new  cases  were  notified  compared  with  30  in  1957,  and  there 
were  13  deaths  compared  with  2  in  1957.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  501  names  on  the  registers  of  the  three  Districts  compared 
with  495  in  the  previous  year. 

These  variations  are  such  as  must  be  from  year  to  year.  The 
four  active  cases  found  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  were  noti¬ 
fied  and  some  of  the  19  persons  kept  under  observation  following 
this  visit  were  also  notified  in  due  course.  The  increase  in  noti¬ 
fications  is  not  entirely  explained  by  the  visit  of  the  Unit  nor  are 
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the  deaths  so  explained.  It  might  be  suspected  that  the  influenza 
epidemic  of  the  previous  year  activated  old  lesions,  but  the  national 
figures  show  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths. 

The  community  still  bears  the  scars  of  this  disease  which  was  so 
common  at  a  time  when  treatment  was  not  generally  effective,  and 
the  mode  of  spread  of  the  disease  not  fully  appreciated.  It  is  now 
becoming  more  important  and  more  possible  to  trace  the  source 
of  infection  of  new  cases. 


Notifications  during  the  Year: — 

Pulmonary 


Non-Pulmonary 


Male 

East  Dean  ...  12 

West  Dean  ...  12 

Lydney  R.D.  .  6 

Female 

9 

3 

3 

Male 

Female 

2 

2 

Total 

23 

17 

9 

Totals  ...  30 

15 

— 

4 

49 

Cases  on  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  Year: — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total 

East  Dean  ...  104 

89 

12 

20 

225 

West  Dean  ...  102 

60 

17 

15 

194 

Lydney  R.D.  .  39 

33 

6 

4 

82 

Totals  ...  245 

182 

35 

39 

501 

Report  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit. 

Cinderford  Coleford  Lydney  Factories  Schoolchildren  Total 

Persons  X-Rayed: — 

Male  ...  654  510 

898 

1142 

1031 

4235 

Female  ...  706  423 

601 

1068 

1065 

3863 

Total  .  1360  933 

1499 

2210 

2096 

8098 

Conditions  found: — 

Active 

tuberculosis  3  — 

- — 

— 

1 

4 

Inactive 

tuberculosis  4  3 

5 

11 

5 

28 

For 

observation  2 
Other 

abnormalities  30 


4 

32 


4 

7 


7 

13 


2 

1 


19 

83 


8 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health :  A.  T.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.), 

D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector : 


A.  D.  Parsons,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 


Additional  Public  Health 

Inspector:  B,  G.  Risbey,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H. 


Rodent  Operator: 


C.  Barnard 


Statistics. 

Population =20,850  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1958). 

Area =30,475  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings =6,465. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  31st  March,  1958  was  £135,589. 

Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  on  the  1st  April,  1958  was  £527. 

Number  of  Live  Births =329.  Number  of  Deaths =201. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths =128. 

Birth  Rate=15.8  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.03  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  16.25. 

Death  Rate=9.9  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparatability  factor  of  1.09  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  10.5. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

173 

144 

317 

8 

4 

12 

181 

148 

329 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants  under 

2 

3 

5 

2 

3 

5 

1  year 

Deaths  of 
infants  under 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4  weeks 

1 

1 

2 

'* 1  ■ 

“ 

" 

1 

1 

2 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Caravans  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

No.  of 
Caravans 

Properties  c 

Mains  Wa 
(i)  Direct 

onnected  to 

iter  Supply 
(ii)  Standpipe 

Cinderford 

7,076 

2,191 

3 

2,170 

8 

Drybrook  . . 

2,885 

888 

7 

855 

— 

Mitcheldean 

1,954 

603 

3 

516 

8 

Ruspidge  . . 

1,977 

598 

15 

554 

— 

Awre 

1,752 

543 

445 

— 

Littledean  . . 

1,345 

416 

1 

360 

— 

Longhope  . . 

1,093 

335 

4 

30 

— 

Ruardean  . . 

1,251 

376 

12 

366 

— 

Churcham  . . 

742 

230 

— 

101 

— 

Huntley 

494 

153 

— 

97 

— 

Blaisdon 

281 

86 

1 

31 

— 

Totals 

20,850 

6,419 

46 

5,525 

16 

I  have  to  thank  the  Rating  Officer  for  the  number  of  dwellings 
and  the  Surveyor  for  the  number  of  water  connections  except 
those  of  the  Churcham  and  Huntley  parishes  which  were  supplied 
by  the  Gloucester  City  Water  Engineer. 

The  population  estimates  are  made  by  apportioning  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimate  for  the  Rural  District  according  to  the  number 
of  dwellings. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  A.  D.  Parsons  reports  as  follows: — 

Public  Health. 

Altogether  1,113  inspections  and  visits  were  carried  out  which 
were  in  some  way  or  other  connected  with  Public  Health.  There 
were  more  than  600  complaints  received  and  dealt  with,  apart 
from  verbal  complaints. 

Drainage. 

The  work  involved  on  drainage  continued  to  increase  and  this 
was  due  to  the  increased  number  of  inquiries,  advisory  visits  and 
subsequent  inspections.  Unforeseen  difficult  problems  required 
prompt  visits  and  extra  inspections,  especially  where  the  work  was 
being  done  by  owner  occupiers  themselves. 
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Trade  Waste,  Dunkley’s  Corner  Quarry. 

Complaints  were  received  of  the  smell  of  spent  ‘degreasent’ 
liquid  from  the  Pontypool  Nylon  Spinnery  being  dumped  in  this 
quarry.  Forty  drums,  each  of  forty  gallons,  were  disposed  of  in 
this  way  every  fortnight. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

All  the  parishes,  apart  from  Cinderford  and  Ruspidge,  continued 
to  be  collected  satisfactorily  by  the  three  refuse  contractors;  very 
few  complaints  were  received.  There  were  minor  additional 
collections  as  well  as  more  frequent  collections  where  necess¬ 
ary.  To  give  a  more  efficient  service,  several  changes  were  made  in 
the  days  of  collections.  The  new  refuse  disposal  tip  at  Blakeney 
was  started,  but  for  a  few  weeks  it  was  necessary  to  use  the  tip  at 
Cinderford  until  the  approach  road  was  finished. 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951. 

The  only  pet  shop  in  the  district  was  granted  an  annual  renewal 
licence 

Housing. 

Throughout  the  year  considerable  time  was  .spent  on  matters 
associated  with  housing.  The  buying  of  properties  caused  numerous 
enquiries  about  their  condition,  and  whether  they  were  involved 
in  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  programme.  The  number  of  Land 
Charge  Enquiries  was  298,  and  poor  properties  required  special 
inspections.  The  Rent  Act  1957  involved  more  enquiries  and 
twenty  eight  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received 
and  dealt  with. 

It  was  necessary  to  report  the  condition  of  seven  properties  to 
the  Council,  all  of  which  had  become  vacant.  Other  poor  properties 
could  not  be  dealt  with  as  they  were  occupied,  and  the  Slum  Clear¬ 
ance  houses  to  re-house  the  occupiers  were  not  ready. 

During  the  year  nine  houses  were  demolished  and  five  houses 
repaired  under  previous  undertakings  given  by  the  owners. 


Action  under  Housing  Act  1957,  Section  17. 

Demolition  Orders  made . nil 

Closing  Orders  made  .  5 

Action  under  Housing  Act  1957,  Section  16. 

Undertaking  accepted  (i)  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  . . .  nil 

(ii)  to  render  house  fit .  1 
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26 

20 

2 

1 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

Number  of  annual  licences  renewed 
Number  of  new  annual  licences  granted 
Number  of  annual  site  licences  renewed 
Number  of  annual  seasonal  licences  renewed 

Both  residential  sites  increased  their  number  of  caravans  and 
are  run  very  satisfactorily  by  the  owners.  Very  little  trouble  is 
caused  by  these  moveable  dwellings  and  apart  from  a  small  number, 
they  fluctuate  in  number  continually  as  the  occupiers  find  housing 
accommodation. 

Rodent  Control. 

Number  of  properties  in  Local  Authority’s  District. 


inspected 


infested  with 


rats 

mice 

Business  premises 

112 

10 

4 

Private  premises 

198 

94 

26 

Council  properties 

22 

11 

— 

Schools  . 

6 

2 

3 

Factories  . 

— 

— 

— 

Farms  ... 

Other  treatments  carried  out : 

158 

3 

Ants  .  1 

Cockroaches 

3 

Fleas  .  2 

Bats  . 

1 

Altogether  383  inspections 
for  the  iradication  of  pests. 

were  made  and  258  treatments 

given 

Factories  Act  1937—48. 

Number  of  factories  on 

register 

with  mechanical 

power 

.  .  . 

...  ...  ... 

..  60 

Number  of  factories  on  register  with  no  mechanical 
power 

Total  . 


62 


Number  of  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

One  Certificate  for  ‘Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire’  was  issued 
and  one  amendment  certificate  was  made. 

Water  Supply. 

Greenbottom  Supply.  Of  the  twenty  one  samples  taken  from  this 
source  for  bacteriological  examination,  eighteen  were  satisfactory 
and  three  (two  at  Ruspidge  and  one  at  Ruardean)  showed  slight 
contamination. 
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Southern  Area  Supply.  The  two  samples  taken  were  satisfactory. 
Gloucester  Corporation  Supply.  Two  samples  taken  at 
Blaisdon  were  both  satisfactory. 

Old  Gold  Mine  Supply,  Lea  Bailey.  A  sample  showed 
slight  contamination. 

Longhope.  Two  samples  from  the  Rectory  Meadow  supply 
showed  contamination.  A  sample  from  the  Royal  Springs  supply 
showed  contamination.  This  supply  failed  during  the  year. 

Rookery  Supply,  Mitcheldean.  A  sample  showed  heavy  con¬ 
tamination.  This  supply  was  discontinued  and  the  main  supply 
used  instead.  A  public  well  at  Crossways,  Ruardean,  was  closed 
and  capped  with  concrete  as  it  was  dangerous. 

Milk  and  Daries. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949. 

Number  of  registered  distributors  .  24 

Number  of  registered  dairies  .  9 

This  is  an  increase  on  last  year’s  table  of  one  distributor  who 
has  a  new  dairy. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations  1949 — 54. 

(i)  Dealers  licences  (Pasteurised  milk)  .  12 

(ii)  Supplementary  licences  (Pasteurised  milk)  .  4 

(iii)  Dealers  licences  (T.T.  Pasteurised  milk)  .  10 

(iv)  Supplementary  licences  (T.T.  Pasteurised  milk)  ...  3 

(v)  Dealers  licences  (Sterilised  milk)  .  1 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1947 — 54. 

(i)  Dealers  licences  (Tuberculin  Tested  milk)  .  6 

(ii)  Supplementary  licences  (Tuberculin  Tested  milk)  ...  nil 
The  only  raw  milk  allowed  to  be  retailed  to  the  public  is  T.T. 

milk  and  all  other  milk  produced  must  be  pasteurised.  It  is  only 
a  matter  of  time  when  Gloucestershire  will  be  one  of  the  counties 
where  all  milk  produced  will  be  T.T.  so  that  heat  treated  milk  will 
be  doubly  safe  against  tuberculous  infection. 

Number  of  samples  taken — 5.  All  satisfactory. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955. 

Ice  Cream. 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  of 
ice  cream  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955. 

Manufacture  by  Cold  Mix  method  ...  .  4 

Storage  and  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream .  80 


Total 


84 


Nine  samples  of  ice  cream  by  various  manufacturers  were  taken 
during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  placed  in  grade  1. 
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Contaminated  Apples. 

After  receiving  information  that  some  imported  Rambourfrank 
Italian  apples  were  found  to  be  contaminated  with  arsenic  and  lead, 
visits  were  made  to  all  persons  selling  fruit  from  shops  and  vans 
in  the  district.  A  few  cases  of  such  apples  were  found  and  a  sample 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis. 

70  parts  per  million  of  arsenic  were  found  in  the  peel  or  12  parts 
per  million  in  the  whole  fruit,  and  130  parts  per  million  of  lead 
found  in  the  same  peel  or  22  parts  per  million  in  the  whole  fruit. 

Presumably,  lead  arsenate  had  been  used  for  spraying  the  fruit 
trees  both  later  and  in  greater  concentration  than  is  advisable. 
A  circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  shop-keepers  asking  them  to  wipe 
Italian  and  Lebanese  fruit  before  sale,  especially  near  the  stem 
and  recommending  them  to  ask  the  purchasers  to  wash  them. 

Arsenic  and  lead  are  accumulative  poisons. 


Foods  condemned  (other  than  at  Slaughterhouse). 


Liquid  Egg . 

1,520  lbs. 

Carcase  Beef 

242  lbs. 

Carcase  Mutton 

117  „ 

Carcase  Pork 

17  „ 

Fresh  Fish  . 

42  „ 

Dripping  . 

20  „ 

Suet . 

10  „ 

Polony  . 

2  „ 

Tinned  Meat  (various) 

74  tins 

Fish . 

9  „ 

Soup . 

16  „ 

Vegetables  ... 

128  „ 

Milk  . . 

35  „ 

Cream  . 

4  „ 

Fruit  . . 

111  „ 

Fruit  Juice  . 

2  „ 

Spaghetti 

3  „ 

Rice  Pudding 

6  „ 

Pickled  Onions 

4  jars 

Chicken  Paste 

1  „ 

Salmon  Paste 

2  „ 

Meat  Pies  . 

24 

Poultry  . 

1 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1954. 

16  renewal  licences  to  slaughter  animals  for  food  were  granted 
during  the  year. 


Inspections  and  Visits. 


Public  Health  .  . 

1,113 

Slaughterhouse 

894 

Food  and  Drugs  . 

227 

Housing  . 

850 

Drainage  . 

553 

Caravans 

289 

Factories  . 

23 

Refuse  . 

217 

Pests  . 

47 

Water 

154 

Milk  and  Dairies  ... 

53 

Rent  Act  . 

45 

Shops  Act  . 

39 

Street  Cleansing 

34 

Clean  Air 

14 

Total  . 

4,552 

Meat  Condemned  (at  Slaughterhouse). 

28  Bovine  heads 
18  Pigs  heads 
Sheep  and  Bovine  livers 
Lights  . 


696  lbs. 
332  lbs. 
1,946  lbs. 
248  lbs. 


16 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

1,553 

103 

5,896 

3,470 

— 

Number  inspected 

1,553 

103 

5,896 

3,470 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

2 

3 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

110 

— — — 

8 

1 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  . . 

7.15 

0.17 

0.12 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 

condemned 

_ 

_ 

__ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

24 

_ 

16 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1.55 

0.46 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

6 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR  S  REPORT 


Mr.  J.  A.  N.  Butterworth,  A.I.A.S.,  reports  as  follows: — 

Water  Supply  Statistics. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  pumped  from  the  Greenbottom 
Source  during  year  ended  31st  December,  1958,  amounted  to  some 
197,002,000  gallons,  an  increase  of  19,485,000  gallons  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  quantity  taken  from  West  Dean  Rural  District  Council 
showed  a  decrease  of  13^  million  gallons  compared  with  1957  and 
an  additional  supply  of  If  million  gallons  was  received  from  the 
Gloucester  Corporation  to  serve  Blaisdon  Village. 

The  total  quantities  of  water  from  the  4  main  sources  amounted 
to : — 


Greenbottom 
West  Dean  R.D.C. 
Blakeney 

Glos.  Corporation 


197,002,000  gallons 
12,274,000  gallons 
10,800,000  gallons 


(Blaisdon) 


1,760,000  gallons 


Total  .  221,836,000  gallons 


Total  consumption,  therefore,  was  approximately  7  million 
gallons  or  3f  %  more  than  the  previous  year. 

New  Works. 

Disappointing  progress  by  the  Contractors,  engaged  on  the 
Longhope  water  main  scheme,  made  it  impossible  to  connect  more 
than  6  properties,  all  at  the  Mitcheldean  end,  to  the  main.  However 
it  is  now  hoped  that  work  will  be  finally  completed  and  all  mains 
handed  over  by  the  end  of  January  1959. 

Work  is  in  progress  on  main  laying  contracts  in  the  Bledisloe 
and  Etloe  districts  at  Blakeney  and  work  is  expected  to  commence 
in  early  1959  on  the  Longhope — Little  London  water  main  exten¬ 
sion.  When  these  works  are  completed  practically  the  whole  of 
the  East  Dean  Rural  District  will  be  served  with  mains  water. 

During  the  year  a  small  group  of  properties  at  Ayleford  in  the 
Gloucester  Rural  District,  was  supplied  with  water  and  an  extension 
also  completed  at  Wood  End  Lane,  Awre. 

New  Connection  to  Mains. 

Some  45  properties  were  connected  to  the  public  mains  supply 
during  1958,  including  new  dwellings. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Sewer  extensions  were  satisfactorily  carried  out  at  Tramway 
Road,  Ruspidge,  Meendhurst  Square  and  Victoria  Street  in  Cinder- 
ford  and  work  is  also  in  progress  on  2  contracts  at  Buckshaft  Road, 
Cinderford  and  Steam  Mills. 

Contractors  are  engaged  on  improvements  at  Soudley  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  and  should  complete  in  early  1959  and  a  contract 
to  duplicate  the  present  works  at  Mitcheldean  has  been  let. 

All  existing  works  have  been  well  maintained  during  the  year 
and  no  complaints  have  been  received. 

Refuse  Collection. 

Existing  arrangements  in  the  Cinderford  area  are  very  satis¬ 
factory.  A  scheme  was  initiated  in  1958  for  the  collection  of  waste 
paper  etc.  and  results  have  been  sufficiently  encouraging  to  warrant 
continuance. 

Yew  Tree  Brake  Cemetery. 

A  total  of  32  burials  have  taken  place  since  1st  April,  1957. 

Public  Conveniences. 

A  new  public  convenience  was  erected  in  Woodside  Street, 
Cinderford  and  it  was  then  possible  to  demolish  and  clear  site  of 
the  old  building  in  Market  Street  and  consequently  the  number  of 
public  conveniences  in  the  district  remains  10. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SUMMARY 
Water  Supply. 

When  the  mains  extended  to  Longhope  are  in  use  all  the  parishes 
will  have  a  mains  supply.  This  will  make  it  possible  for  the  three 
unsatisfactory  sources  of  water  to  Council  houses  in  Longhope  to 
be  discarded.  The  Old  Gold  Mine  Supply  at  Lea  Bailey  is  not  a 
safe  supply.  There  will  still  be  groups  of  houses  requiring  a  supply. 

Sewerage. 

The  Soudley  Works  which  deals  with  the  sewage  from  most  of 
the  properties  in  the  parishes  of  Cinderford  and  Ruspidge  and  from 
Drybrook  village  are  very  much  overworked  and  sited  in  a  valley 
where  they  are  bound  to  give  rise  to  complaints. 

Ruardean,  Littledean,  Mitcheldean  and  Blakeney  have  small 
works  each  serving  most  of  the  relative  parish.  Huntley  and  Long¬ 
hope  now  need  to  be  sewered. 
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Housing. 

The  pressure  on  housing  still  remains  very  great.  Many  families 
were  still  living  in  very  bad  conditions.  In  some  cases  the  properties 
were  very  poor  and  should  be  dealt  with  and  in  others  there  was 
overcrowding.  Thus  in  one  cottage  there  were  four  adults  and 
seven  children  sleeping  in  two  small  bedrooms. 

A  number  of  Council  house  tenants  defaulted  with  their  rent  and 
some  were  evicted.  It  is  unfortunate  that  such  tenants  do  not 
appreciate  the  difficulties  they  make  themselves,  often  the  accom¬ 
modation  they  find  is  very  poor  and  sometimes  dearer  than  the 
Council  House. 

There  were  several  condemned  houses  occupied  illegally.  20, 
Dockham  Road,  Cinderford.  This  was  let  on  licence,  the  Ministry 
of  Health  agreed  to  the  renewal  of  the  licence  until  the  end  of 
August,  1958,  only  but  it  was  still  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
11  and  12  Church  Street,  Littledean.  These  two  houses  were  con¬ 
demned  before  the  war.  During  the  war  it  was  occupied  and  some 
repairs  were  done  but  these  were  not  considered  sufficient  to  re¬ 
move  the  demolition  orders.  In  view  of  this  the  owner  re-sold 
at  a  low  price  and  the  purchaser  occupied  these  without  further 
work  being  done. 

Unfortunately  no  Slum  Clearance  Houses  were  built  except 
five  at  Dry  brook. 

Crump  Meadow  Encampment 

The  conditions  at  this  camp  on  Forestry  Commission  land  con¬ 
tinued  to  cause  concern.  The  Commission  prosecuted  one  woman 
for  occupation  without  a  permit.  Very  few  of  the  occupants  are 
gypsies,  being  scrap  dealers,  seasonal  hop  pickers  who  winter 
here  and  some  work  locally.  In  a  Television  programme,  the 
commentator  said  that  this  was  the  largest  such  encampment  in  the 
South  West  Region.  It  is  clearly  unsatisfactory  for  people  to  live 
on  such  a  wet  site  without  a  safe  water  supply  or  sanitation. 

Swimming  Pool 

There  is  no  public  swimming  pool  in  the  Rural  District  and 
some  discussion  took  place  on  the  possibility  of  providing  one. 
Although  no  action  was  taken  I  hope  that  this  will  be  borne  in 
mind,  there  is  not  one  at  any  of  the  schools  and  it  would  clearly 
be  much  more  satisfactory  to  have  one  for  the  whole  community 
at  which  it  would  be  possible  to  purify  the  water  more  economically 
than  at  a  number  of  little  pools.  Further  such  a  pool  could  be  used 
for  competitions  whereas  the  smaller  pools  could  not. 

Aston  Ingham  Lane,  Longhope,  Tragedy 

Two  brothers  lived  on  a  site  secluded  from  the  road  and  slept 
in  crude  tent-like  structures.  They  had  always  lived  ‘rough,’  doing 


20 


casual  work  and  had  not  been  a  nuisance  to  anyone.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  21st  June  one  tent  was  found  to  be  on  fire  and  one  of  the 
men  had  perished  within.  The  brother’s  tent,  which  was  no  doubt 
similar  to  the  burnt  one,  was  made  up  of  sheeting  on  a  framework 
of  sticks  and  irons  and  patched  with  papers  and  cardboard  and  a 
bit  of  rubber  sheeting.  The  lighting  was  by  candle  and  the  men 
smoked  pipes;  on  the  floor  was  some  straw.  The  jury,  in  a  rider 
said  “we  feel  very  concerned  about  the  conditions  in  which  the  two 
brothers  were  allowed  to  live”.  Of  the  many  people  who  must 
have  known  them  not  one  had  notified  me  of  their  conditions  and 
it  is  difficult  to  know  of  such  persons  when  they  live  secluded  by 
hedges  along  a  devious  path.  The  remaining  brother  at  first  refused 
to  enter  Welfare  accommodation  but  after  the  Council  had  resolved 
to  apply  to  Court  he  accepted  such  accommodation. 


Housing  Progress 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  L.  A.  Andrews,  D.P.A.,  the  Housing  Officer, 
for  the  following  information : — 


Council  Houses 


Parish 

1958 

Pre-War 

Post-War 
including  1958 

Total 

Cinderford  ... 

. . .  — 

80 

256 

336 

Drybrook 

...  5 

6 

116 

122 

Ruspidge 

— 

26 

73 

99 

Awre 

. . .  — 

— 

36 

36 

Mitcheldean 

. . .  — 

6 

114 

120 

Littledean 

— 

— 

63 

63 

Longhope 

. . .  — 

6 

24 

30 

Ruardean 

. . .  — 

10 

57 

67 

Churcham  . . . 

. . .  — 

— 

12 

12 

Huntley 

— 

— 

8 

8 

Blaisdon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

...  5 

134 

759 

893: 

The  only  houses  built  during  the  year  were  5  Traditional  type 
at  Drybrook. 

Houses  being  built  at  the  end  of  the  year: — Nil. 


Private  Houses 

A  total  of  34  houses  and  bungalows  were  built  privately  during 
the  year,  making  a  total  of  332  since  1946. 


21 


WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health :  A.  T.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.(Lond.), 

D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Senior  Public  Health 

Inspector:  W.  T.  Bebb,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Additional  Public  Health 

Inspector:  C.  W.  Beddis,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Rodent  Operator  and 
Assistant  to  the  Public 
Health  Inspector:  E.  T.  Nelmes 


Statistics 

Population  =  17,960  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1958). 

Area =24, 155  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  5,509. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1958,  was  £116,336 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1958,  was  £417  Is.  lOd. 

Number  of  Live  Births =265.  Number  of  Deaths  =  215. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  50. 

Birth  Rate  =  14.75  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.05  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  15.5. 

Death  Rate =12.0  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  0.97  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  11.6. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

135 

116 

251 

4 

10 

14 

139 

126 

265 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants  under 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1  year 

Deaths  of 
infants  under 

3 

2 

5 

3 

2 

5 

4  weeks 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 


Parish  or  Ward 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Dwellings 

Properties  cor 
Mains  Water 
(i)  Direct  (if 

mected  to 
Supply 
i  Standpipe 

West  Dean  Parish  : 

Bream 

2,409 

739 

651 

4 

Ellwood 

463 

142 

98 

1 

Broadwell 

1,754 

538 

457 

17 

Berry  Hill 

1,389 

426 

333 

8 

Milkwall 

694 

213 

190 

1 

Pillowell 

443 

136 

107 

9 

Whitecroft 

652 

200 

176 

6 

Parkend 

671 

206 

178 

3 

Yorkley 

1,340 

411 

370 

9 

Viney  Hill 

411  ' 

126 

81 

4 

Total  W.D.  Parish  . . 

10,226 

3,137 

2,641 

62 

Coleford 

3,473 

1,065 

956 

25 

English  Bicknor 

466 

143 

121 

3 

Lydbrook  Ward 

1,471 

451 

391 

25 

Joys  Green  Ward 

1,043 

320 

304 

8 

Lydbrook  Parish 

(2,514) 

(771) 

(695) 

(33) 

Newland-Clearwell  . . 

701 

215 

187 

5 

Newland-Redbrook  . . 

362 

111 

87 

— 

Total  Newland  Parish 

(1,063) 

(326) 

(274) 

(5) 

Staunton 

218 

67 

64 

2 

Total  West  Dean 

Rural  District 

17,960 

5,509 

4,751 

130 

Mr.  E.  Nelmes  supplied  me  with  the  number  of  dwellings  and 
of  the  properties  connected  to  the  mains  for  the  above  table;  I 
have  apportioned  the  population  of  the  Rural  District  as  estimated 
by  the  Registrar  General  according  to  the  number  of  dwellings. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


Mr.  W.  T.  Bebb  reports  as  follows: — 

Housing 

(a)  Action  under  Section  16/17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  14 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

undertakings  were  accepted  that: — 

(a)  the  houses  would  cease  to  be  used  for  human 

habitation  .  3 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  local  Authority .  4 


23 


(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  in  lieu  of  demolition 
orders .  12 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

undertakings  were  cancelled  after  necesary  work 
had  been  completed  and  houses  rendered  fit  ...  1 

(b)  Action  under  Section  24  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  prop¬ 
erties  involved  had  been  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  5 

(c)  Action  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  revoked  and  Demolition 
Orders  made .  1 

The  policy  of  the  Council  in  making  a  more  determined  effort 
to  effect  the  demolition  of  condemned  properties  has  proved 
reasonably  successful.  The  number  of  houses  pulled  down  in¬ 
creased  from  4  in  1957  to  20  in  1958  and  several  more  should  be 
completely  demolished  within  a  very  short  time. 

For  the  first  time  for  many  years  the  rate  of  demolition  exceeded 
the  rate  at  which  the  Council  took  action  under  the  Housing  Act. 
Twenty-seven  houses  were  either  demolished  or  renovated  while 
demolition  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  15  properties  only. 


Slum  Clearance 

The  following  is  a  report  on  the  progress  made  in  the  Slum 
Clearance  Programme  up  to  the  end  of  1958: — 

1.  Total  number  of  houses  proposed  to  be  dealt  with  ...  300 

2.  Number  dealt  with  since  formulation  of  proposals  ...  143 

3.  Houses  improved  or  in  process  of  improvement  without 

formal  action . 21 

4.  Houses  still  to  be  dealt  with  . . 136 

These  cases  can  be  divided  into 

(a)  Void  Houses  . 28 

(b)  Houses  occupied  by  old  people,  single  people  or  per¬ 

sons  who  for  some  reason  or  other  are  not  con¬ 
sidered  suitable  tenants  for  a  normal  two  or  three 
bedroom  Council  house  ...  .  74 

(c)  Houses  awaiting  action  .  ...  34 

Although  143  houses  have  been  dealt  with  since  the  Slum  Clear¬ 
ance  Programme  started  only  62  new  slum  clearance  houses  had 
been  completed  and  occupied  by  the  end  of  1958.  It  has  been 
found  generally  that  the  number  of  houses  being  condemned 
bears  very  little  relation  to  the  number  of  new  houses  needed  to 
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rehouse  the  tenants.  Properties  frequently  become  vacant  just 
prior  to,  or  just  after,  action  is  taken.  In  either  case  the  owner 
rarely  re-lets. 

Government  action  restricting  the  amount  of  house  building 
affected  the  Council’s  1958  programme  quite  considerably  and 
tenants  of  several  houses  condemned  in  1957  have  still  not  been 
rehoused. 


Water  Supply 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  during 
the  year,  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Results 
were  as  follows: — 


Main  Supply 


Source 

No.  of 

samples 

taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Springs  serving  Red- 

15 

13 

brook  supply 
(before  chlorination) 

28 

Limekiln  Pool  Springs 
(before  chlorination) 
Direct  from  taps  on  main 

9 

5 

4 

supply  . 

(chlorinated) 

31 

30 

1 

Other  Sources 


Public  Wells  . 

Private  Supplies  includ¬ 
ing  reservoirs  of  col- 

28 

8 

20 

lected  roof  water 

8 

2 

6 

Cannop  colliery  system 
(chlorinated) 

2 

2 

Speech  House  system  ... 
(unchlorinated) 

8 

3 

5 

The  number  of  houses  dependant  on  public  wells,  reservoirs, 
etc.,  for  their  supply  of  water  decreased  still  further  during  the 
year  as  more  owners  connected  their  properties  to  the  Council’s 
mains. 


Milk  and  Dairies 

Registration  of  persons  distributing  milk 

Number  on  register  at  beginning  of  1958 
Removed  from  register  during  year 

Added  to  register  . 

Total  distributors  at  end  of  year 


17 

Nil 

4 

21 
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Registration  of  Premises  used  as  Dairies. 

The  number  of  registered  Dairies  now  numbers  four. 

Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special  Designations. 

(a)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 

Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

(i)  Dealers  .  18! 

(ii)  Supplementary  .  9 

(b)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

(i)  Dealers  .  16 

(ii)  Supplementary  .  6 

In  addition  20  Producer-Retailers  distribute  T.T.  milk  produced 
at  their  own  farms. 


Sampling. 

A  total  of  80  samples  of  milk  were  collected  and  submitted  for 
examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport. 


Results  were  as  follows: — 


Methylene  Blue  Test 

Phosphatase  Test 

Raw 

Milk 

Past.  Milk 

Past.  Milk 

Satisfy 

Unsatisfy 

Satisf’y 

Unsatisfy 

Satisfy 

Unsatisf’y 

42 

2 

32 

4 

36 

— 

As  a  matter  of  routine  all  raw  milks  submitted  to  the  Newport 
Laboratory  are  tested  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  by  animal 
innoculation.  Not  one  of  the  23  samples  submitted  yielded  a 
positive  result. 

No  tests  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  abortus  were  carried  out. 


Ice-Cream 


Registration  of  premises  for  the  Sale,  Storage  or  Manufacture  of 
Ice-Cream. 


Number  on  register  at  beginning  of  1958 
Removed  from  register  during  year 

Added  to  register  . 

Total  registered  premises  at  end  of  year 


68 

1 

8 

76  , 


7  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  i 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport,  for  examination  by  the 
Methylene  blue  test.  Six  of  the  samples  were  reported  to  be  Grade 
1  and  one  Grade  2. 

Great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  a  supply  of  ‘dry  ice’ 
for  use  in  the  despatch  of  samples  of  ice-cream  to  the  laboratories. 
This  limits  considerably  the  number  of  samples  taken,  but  as  all 
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the  ice  cream  sold  is  manufactured  by  one  or  other  of  the  main 
manufacturing  companies,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  ice¬ 
cream  is  sampled  by  many  other  authorities  in  the  Country.  Further, 
only  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  ice-cream  sold  is  not  wrapped. 


Food  Hygiene 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Beddis  as  Additional  Inspector  made 
it  possible  at  last  to  carry  out  a  full  and  detailed  survey  of  all  the 
food  premises  in  the  district.  The  total  number  of  premises  inspected 
amounted  to  206.  Of  these  193  were  still  being  operated  as  food 
premises  at  the  end  of  the  year.  They  can  be  classified  as  follows : — 


Bakers  .  10 

Butchers  .  21 

Catering  Premises .  25 

Chemists  .  3 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  .  6 

Fishmongers  .  4 

General  Stores  .  85 

Greengrocers  .  5 

Grocers  .  19 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers .  1 

Ice-cream  storage .  1 

Sweetshops .  13 


193 


Contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and/or  the 
Shops  Act,  1950,  were  found  in  156  cases  and  letters  were  sent  to 
the  owner  or  the  occupier  of  each  drawing  attention  to  these  and 
giving  details  of  the  action  required. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  all  the  necessary  works  had  been  completed 
at  88  premises  and  10  others  had  closed  as  a  direct  result  of  the 
action  taken. 

Three  applications  for  Exemption  Certificates  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  were  refused. 

Three  certificates  of  Exemption  in  respect  of  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  were  granted  under  Section  38  (6)  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 


Meat  and  other  Foods 


Slaughterhouses. 

The  use  of  the  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  was 
again  negligible. 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  following  food  was  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption  at  various  food  premises: — 

245  lb.  of  Carcase  Beef — bruising  and  bone  taint. 

10  lb.  of  Sheep  Carcase  and  offal — caseous  lymphadenitis. 

One  sheep  carcase  and  offal — oedema. 

13  lb.  Pork — bruising. 

One  sheep  carcase  and  offal — septicaemia. 

10-J  lb.  Pigs  Liver — cirrhosis  and  decomposition. 

4  lb.  4oz.  Cooked  Ham — decomposition. 

42  lb.  Fish — Cod  and  Skate — decomposition. 

9  pairs  of  kippers — decomposition. 

108  tins  of  assorted  foodstuffs  were  rejected  for  various  reasons. 

In  addition  the  flooding  in  Coleford  during  October  necessitated 
the  condemnation  of  well  over  a  ton  of  such  things  as  sweets, 
biscuits,  general  grocery,  greengrocery,  carcase  meat  and  meat 
products. 


Genera] 

Swimming  Pools. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  summer  a  new  swimming  pool  of 
76,000  gallons  capacity  was  opened  at  Bell’s  Grammar  School, 
Coleford.  It  was  provided  through  the  efforts  of  the  Parent-Teachers 
Association  of  the  School  and  is  the  first  swimming  pool  to  be 
constructed  in  the  District  at  a  School. 

Unfortunately  the  money  raised  was  not  sufficient  to  complete 
the  project  and  the  provision  of  the  filtration  and  chlorination 
plant  was  deferred  until  more  money  becomes  available.  The 
necessity  for  chlorination  by  hand  necessitated  regular  and  careful 
checks  on  the  free  and  residual  chlorine  and  on  the  pH  value  of 
the  water.  After  a  great  deal  of  experimenting  in  the  addition  of 
various  quantities  of  chlorine  and  ammonia  a  satisfactory  formula¬ 
tion  was  eventually  agreed  upon  and  this  has  since  proved  reason¬ 
ably  satisfactory.  The  bath  is,  however,  used  a  great  deal  and  until 
mechanical  means  of  chlorination  is  installed  and  the  water  is 
filtered  and  aerated  the  bath  can  never  be  regarded  as  entirely 
satisfactory.  The  water  is  at  present  changed  every  two  weeks. 

Caravan  Sites. 

Thirty  licences  were  granted  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  to  use  parcels  of  land  for  a  total  of  31  caravans. 

Outworkers. 

148  persons  were  notified  by  one  factory  in  the  district  specialising 
in  the  manufacture  of  pins,  hair  grips,  metal  fasteners,  etc.,  as 
being  employed  by  them  as  outworkers. 
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Petroleum  Spirit  and  Calcium  Carbide. 

Premises  licensed  in  1958  for  the  keeping  of  petroleum  spirit 
and  calcium  carbide  were: — 

Petroleum  Spirit  .  63 

Calcium  Carbide  .  9 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  .  422 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  ...  63 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  with  mice  ...  21 

Number  of  properties  treated  by 

(i)  Operator .  ...  80 

(ii)  By  reference  to  the  Agricultural 

Executive  Committee  . ...  4 

Game  Act,  1831. 

One  licence  under  the  above  Act  was  issued. 

Rent  Act,  1957. 

Three  certificates  under  the  above  Act  were  issued  during  the 
year. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

7  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  granted  under  the  Act, 
in  1958. 


ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  H.  Parks,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.Inst.H.E.,  A.R.S.H.,  reports 
as  follows: — 

1.  Water  Supply. 

(a)  Rainfall — 1958  can  only  be  described  as  a  consistently  wet 
year,  March  being  the  only  month  with  less  than  average  rainfall. 
February  and  October  both  had  rainfall  much  above  the  average, 
being  5.57"  and  6.46"  respectively.  “Flaming  June”  proved  not  to 
be  so,  with  5.04"  of  rain,  and  the  total  for  the  year  was  considerably 
more  than  average  with  42.18". 

The  routine  observations  were  kept,  particularly  at  Lydbrook 
Pumping  Station  in  regard  to  flood  water,  and  at  Eedbrook  Pump¬ 
ing  Station  in  regard  to  surface  water  run-off  contamination. 

At  Lydbrook,  mention  was  made  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1957 
of  the  building  of  a  retaining  bank  and  wall  to  contain  the  brook 
in  times  of  flood.  During  1958  the  nearest  to  overflow  level  that 
the  brook  reached  was  1  '6",  which  of  course  is  a  considerable 
margin  in  hand. 
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At  Redbrook,  contamination  of  two  of  the  springs  occurred,  in 
one  case  the  contamination  being  traced  to  land  drains  receiving 
surface  run-off,  and  in  the  other  case  to  a  defective  joint  below 
water  level. 


(b)  Yield  of  Springs. — As  might  be  expected,  the  yield  of  springs 
both  at  Lydbrook  and  at  Redbrook  remained  pretty  well  constant 
throughout  the  year,  the  minimum  daily  yield  at  Lydbrook  being 
1,000,000  gallons,  and  at  Redbrook  400,000  gallons,  making  a 
total  available  from  both  sources  of  1,400,000  gallons  per  day. 

This  yield  is  equal  to  considerably  more  than  500,000,000  gallons 
per  year,  and  from  the  following  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  less 
than  half  the  total  yield  is  taken: — 


Total  Taken  Total  Taken 

West  Dean  East  Dean 

R.D.C.  R.D.C.  Total 

1957  206,808,000  28,000,000  234,808,000 

1958  220,056,000  12,274,000  232,330,000 


Average 
Consumption 
per  head  per  day 
29.88  gallons. 
30.19  gallons 


It  will  be  seen  that  though  the  total  taken  is  almost  exactly  the 
same  as  for  1957,  appreciably  less  of  this  has  been  taken  by  East 
Dean  R.D.C.  and  correspondingly  more  by  West  Dean  R.D.C. 


(c)  Routine  Sampling. — This  is  carried  out  on  a  regular  routine 
basis  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  both  for  raw  water  and 
treated,  and  details  of  such  samples  are  given  in  the  Inspector’s 
report. 


The  two  cases  of  contamination  of  raw  water  at  Redbrook  have 
already  been  mentioned. 


(d)  Maintenance  Work  at  Pumping  Stations. — During  the  year 
both  electric  motors  for  the  pumping  sets  at  Lydbrook  were  sent 
away  for  renovation  and  reconditioning,  and  it  was  possible  to 
achieve  this  without  any  interruption  whatsoever  in  the  mainten¬ 
ance  of  supplies. 


The  deep  well  pump  at  Redbrook  has  been  left  out  of  condition, 
it  being  considered  neither  necessary  nor  economical  to  embark 
upon  what  might  be  an  expensive  matter  to  reinstate  it  back  to 
working  order. 

New  chlorinating  equipment  has  been  installed  at  Redbrook 
Station,  of  the  type  “Vacuum  Solution  Feed  Chlorinator  Type 
B.A./678”.  which  is  full  vacuum  control,  panel  mounted,  and 
depending  for  its  functioning  upon  the  water  pressure  through  an 
injector.  In  the  event  of  this  water  pressure  falling  for  any  reason, 
the  vacuum  is  destroyed  and  the  supply  of  gas  automatically  in¬ 
terrupted.  This  equipment  has  functioned  most  satisfactorily  since 
its  installation. 
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(e)  Maintenance  Work  at  Springs. — The  Collecting  Chambers 
at  Redbrook  Valley  have  all  been  cleaned  out  and  in  many  cases 
partly  rebuilt  and  new  covers  put  on.  The  Collecting  ’‘Galleries” 
have  been  cleaned  out  and  all  roots  and  obstructions  removed  and 
the  feeder  main  from  the  springs  cleaned  out,  and  in  one  case 
repairs  effected  where  the  mains  had  been  damaged  from  tree 
felling  operations. 

(f)  Maintenance  Work  at  Reservoirs. — The  storage  or  service 
reservoirs  at  The  Pludds,  Staunton,  Knockalls  and  Sling  have  all 
been  cleaned  out  and  sterilised  during  the  year,  and  a  reconditioned 
ball  tap  fitted  at  the  Sling  Reservoir. 

A  new  ball  tap  control  has  been  fitted  at  the  break  pressure  tank 
at  Horsley,  and  the  reservoir  at  Staunton  has  been  completely 
refenced  with  a  stock-proof  fence. 

(g)  Maintenance  Work  on  Distribution  Mains  and  Waste 
Water  Detection. — Fractured  mains  have  occurred  from  time  to 
time  both  in  distribution  and  pumping  mains,  and  have  been  dealt 
with  as  emergency  matters.  This  is  particularly  important  in  areas 
under  the  influence  of  the  Sling  reservoir,  as  this  affects  the  supply 
to  the  Yorkley  Water  Tower  and  gives  rise  to  shortage  if  there  is 
loss  of  pressure,  particularly  in  the  Whitecroft  area. 

The  conditions  at  Yorkley  continue  to  give  cause  for  concern,  and 
complaints  of  shortage  arise  from  time  to  time,  but  I  am  pleased  to 
say  that  the  Council  have  now  decided  to  go  ahead  with  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  Booster  Pumping  Station. 

The  proposals  for  the  construction  of  a  n ew  service  reservoir  for 
Newland,  however,  have  not  yet  been  proceeded  with  and  in  the 
meantime  the  temporary  supply  line  from  Clearwell  continues  to  be 
in  use,  though  I  must  say  this  is  an  unsatisfactory  arrangement  as 
the  pipeline  is  subject  to  frost  and  other  possible  interruptions. 

Waste  detection  is  carried  on  as  a  routine  both  by  day  and  at 
times  by  night,  and  also  much  use  is  made  of  meter  readings. 

The  Council  purchased  a  new  vehicle  during  the  year,  which 
makes  it  possible  to  give  much  speedier  and  efficient  service  in 
times  of  emergency  as  well  as  normal  operational  conditions. 

(h)  Main  Extensions. — Water  mains  have  been  extended  during 
the  year  as  follows: — 

1 —  At  Old  croft,  to  supply  9  houses  at  Neds  Top  in  the  Lydney 
Statutory  Supply  Area. 

2 —  At  Bowens  Hill  private  development  site,  Coleford,  for 
some  6  or  7  private  development  sites. 

3 —  At  The  Boarts,  Lydbrook,  to  serve  13  houses. 

4 —  At  Hangerberry,  Lydbrook,  to  serve  8  houses. 
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5 —  To  the  new  housing  estate  at  Bream  and  extended  therefrom 
to  existing  private  properties  at  Woodside  to  serve  ultimately 
100  houses. 

6 —  At  the  housing  site  at  Joys  Green. 

7 —  At  the  housing  site  at  Wynols  Hill. 

Schemes  instituted  but  not  yet  carried  out  are  at  Joyford,  English 
Bicknor,  Cannop,  The  Speech  House  and  Old  Dean  Hall. 

(i)  Regrouping. — Considerable  discussions  have  taken  place 
during  the  year  with  all  other  Authorities  concerned,  including  the 
Gloucestershire  County  Council,  but  there  is  little  that  I  need  say 
about  this  matter  as  at  the  present  moment  the  consideration  is 
one  more  of  policy  rather  than  technical  matters. 

(j)  Swimming  Pools. — The  new  swimming  pool  at  Bell’s  Gram¬ 
mar  School  was  completed  during  the  year,  having  a  capacity  of 
76,000  gallons.  This  swimming  pool  is  emptied  and  refilled  once 
each  fortnight,  but  there  have  been  no  difficulties  in  the  matter  of 
supply  providing  the  rate  of  filling  is  not  allowed  to  increase  to  the 
extent  of  influencing  the  supplies  in  neighbouring  domestic  proper¬ 
ties. 

(k)  During  the  year  102  new  connections  to  the  mains  were 
made,  and  at  the  same  time  active  consideration  is  being  given  to 
the  betterment  of  agricultural  supplies,  particularly  in  the  Stowe 
Green/Wainland  Farm  areas. 

2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

(a)  Public. 

(b)  Council  Houses. 

(c)  Coleford  Culverts. 

On  public  sewerage  schemes  good  progress  has  been  made 
during  the  year  on  the  laying  of  sewers  at  Broadwell  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  low  level  sewage  pumping  station. 

Whilst  this  scheme  was  in  course  of  construction  the  Council 
agreed  to  the  provision  of  a  new  length  of  sewer  at  the  rear  of  18 
Council  houses,  which  on  construction  enabled  these  houses  to  be 
equipped  with  W.C.s.  and  hot  water  systems  etc. 

On  the  Berry  Hill  section  of  the  public  sewers,  the  Pumping 
Station  gave  rise  to  considerable  teething  difficulties,  mainly  in  the 
air  release  arrangements  on  the  automatic  pumps,  but  this  was 
eventually  put  right  by  a  different  type  of  air  release  valve  and  no 
further  trouble  was  experienced. 

At  the  Newland  Sewage  Disposal  Works  the  main  difficulty  is 
still  in  the  matter  of  sludge  disposal,  but  the  Council  agreed  during 
the  year  to  make  provision  for  a  new  refuse  collection  vehicle  and 
to  use  the  old  vehicle  which  would  become  redundant  specially 
for  the  purpose  of  sludge  removal,  the  sludge  to  be  tipped  on  the 
refuse  tips  and  covered  with  refuse  each  day. 
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The  old  sewage  disposal  works  at  the  Wynols  Hill  Camp  has 
been  dismantled  and  the  connection  made  through  to  the  Coleford 
sewers. 

During  the  year  there  were  21  new  connections  made  to  the 
Council’s  sewers  in  respect  of  existing  properties. 

The  continuously  wet  weather  during  the  year  caused  flooding 
of  the  River  Wye  at  Stowfield,  with  a  collapse  of  the  river  bank 
containing  part  of  the  effluent  pipe  from  the  Stowfield  Disposal 
Works,  but  it  was  possible  by  piling  and  steel  tubes  to  reconstruct 
the  collapsed  portion  of  outfall  effluent  sewer. 

Subject  to  the  comments  above,  maintenance  work  on  the  sewers 
and  disposal  works  has  been  carried  out  without  undue  difficulty. 

(b)  Council  House  Sites. — During  the  year,  the  new  Disposal 
Works  at  Pastors  Hill,  Bream,  to  accommodate  100  houses,  was 
successfully  completed  and  brought  into  operation,  as  also  was  the 
new  Disposal  Works  and  small  Pumping  Station  at  Clearwell  for 
12  Council  Houses. 

The  contracting  arrangements  for  de-sludging  of  all  housing  site 
Disposal  Works  function  quite  smoothly  and  no  difficulties  have 
arisen. 

(c)  Coleford  Culverts. — In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and 
partially  arising  from  the  abnormal  rainfall,  certain  flooding  of  roads 
and  properties  occurred  in  Coleford,  and  as  a  result  of  this  the 
Council,  together  with  the  County  Council  and  other  interested 
bodies,  decided  as  a  first  step  to  carry  out  a  comprehensive  survey 
for  the  location  and  internal  examination  of  these  culverts  as  a 
preliminary  to  putting  in  hand  whatever  remedial  measures  might 
be  necessary. 

3.  Housing. 

During  1958  the  Council  built  54  new  dwellings  and  at  the  close 
of  the  year  they  had  16  other  dwellings  under  construction,  together 
with  forward  planning  for  future  programmes  for  a  further  67  to  be 
built  in  the  subsequent  year. 

In  addition,  the  Council  made  35  Improvement  Grants  to  a  total 
value  of  £6,463,  and  81  loans  comprising  10  for  the  construction  of 
new  dwellings,  46  for  the  acquisition  of  existing  dwellings  and  25 
for  the  improvement  and  modernisation  of  existing  houses. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  installation  of  W.C.s. 
and  hot  water  systems  at  18  pre-war  Council  houses  at  North  Road, 
Broadwell,  and  in  addition  new  cooking  appliances,  either  gas, 
electric  or  solid  fuel,  have  been  installed  in  some  90  houses. 

There  yet  remain  564  pre-war  houses  with  no  hot  water  systems 
and  54  without  water  closets,  but  schemes  are  being  prepared  for 
some  of  these  to  be  dealt  with  at  an  early  date  and  the  remainder  as 
soon  as  possible. 
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4.  Wynols  Hill  Hutted  Camp. 

Part  of  this  Camp  under  rental  to  Carter’s  Royal  Forest  Factory 
has  been  relinquished  during  the  year,  and  though  these  huts  were 
not  being  used  for  dwellings  the  Council  decided  in  the  interests  of 
health  and  amenity  to  demolish  them. 

This  was  done  and  the  site,  which  is  adjacent  to  those  huts  occu¬ 
pied  as  dwellings,  was  left  clean  and  tidy. 

5.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Since  the  inception  of  a  three  vehicle  system  last  year,  there  has 
been  a  regular  weekly  collection  maintained  in  all  parts  of  the 
district. 

As  in  previous  years  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  statu¬ 
tory  Bank  Holiday  weeks  and  also  during  the  periods  of  annual 
leave  of  the  drivers  and  crews,  but  arising  from  these  difficulties 
new  arrangements  have  been  made  to  cover  those  periods  for  all 
future  occasions. 

Disposal  of  refuse,  which  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  two  separate 
sites,  has  continued  and  has  given  no  cause  for  complaint.  The  tips 
are,  so  far  as  possible,  kept  clean  and  tidy  and  treated  regularly  for 
prevention  of  flies,  insects,  vermin  and  rats. 

During  the  year  it  was  possible  to  transport  some  considerable 
quantity  of  soil  to  one  of  the  tips  and  good  use  was  made  of  this  to 
soil  over  and  seal  off  portions  of  the  tip  where  disposal  has  now 
ceased. 

The  Council  had  on  order  at  the  end  of  the  year  one  further 
Collection  vehicle  to  replace  an  existing  one  which  had  become 
uneconomical  for  intensive  daily  use,  and  as  mentioned  earlier  in 
this  report  the  old  vehicle  is  to  be  used  for  transport  of  dried  sewage 
sludge  from  Newland  Disposal  Works  to  the  refuse  tips. 

One  further  improvement  in  the  overall  system  of  refuse  collection 
and  disposal  is  the  building  by  the  Council  of  a  new  central  depot 
and  garage  at  the  Council  Yard,  which  enables  better  supervision 
and  maintenance  of  the  vehicles. 

'  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SUMMARY 
Water  Supply. 

86%  of  the  dwellings  in  the  District  now  have  mains  water  and 
another  2.4%  are  supplied  by  standpipe.  The  availability  of  the 
Limekiln  Pool  Springs  water  in  meeting  the  considerable  increase 
in  demand  is  most  fortunate.  The  Cannop  scheme  is  awaited  and 
the  extension  of  this  to  serve  the  Speech  House  and  Old  Dean  Hall 
is  most  desirable  especially  now  that  the  latter  is  a  school.  The 
present  supply  to  these  two  properties  is  ditch  water  which  is  stored 
in  a  pond. 
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Sewerage. 

Coleford  with  Berry  Hill  and  Broadwell  remain  the  only  parts  of 
the  District  that  are  sewered  although  there  are  a  number  of  small 
disposal  plants  for  Council  house  Estates.  Lydbrook  and  Bream 
badly  need  sewering. 


Housing. 

The  progress  made  with  Slum  Clearance  is  most  satisfactory. 
The  Council  now  owns  1303  houses  or  23.7%  of  the  houses  in  the 
District. 


Housing  Progess. 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  A.  C.  Luker,  the  Housing  Officer,  for  the 


following  information: — 

Parish 

1958 

Council  Houses 

Pre-War  Post-War 

Total 

Coleford 

4 

166 

including  1958 

160 

326 

English  Bicknor 

— 

8 

16 

24 

Staunton 

— 

— 

11 

11 

Newland 

— 

48 

10 

58 

Lydbrook 

14 

72 

107 

179 

West  Dean 

36 

302 

403 

705 

Total 

54 

596 

707 

1303 

Of  the  54  houses  completed  and  occupied  during  1958,  42  were 
of  the  traditional  type  and  12  were  Cornish  Units.  During  the  year 
42  families  were  re-housed  under  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance 
programme  and  12  families  under  general  need  requirements. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Council  own  21  Hutments  at  Wynols 
Hill,  ten  of  which  it  is  anticipated,  will  be  demolished  shortly  and 
the  occupants  re-housed  under  Slum  Clearance.  There  are  also 
9  other  occupied  houses  owned  by  the  Council. 


Private  Houses. 

16  houses  and  bungalows  were  completed  during  the  year,  making 
a  total  of  198  during  the  Post-War  Period. 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Public  Health  Inspector 


A.  T.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.) 
D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


W.  M.  Richards,  M.A.P.H.L, 
M.R.S.H. 


Rodent  Operator  and 
Inspector : 


R.  C.  Reed,  A.R.LP.H.H.,  A.R.S.H. 


Statistics. 

Population =12,240  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1958). 

Area =24,597  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings =3,653. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1958,  was  £110,054. 

Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1958,  was  £432.  5s.  7d. 

Number  of  Live  Births =200.  Number  of  Deaths  =  138. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths =62. 

Birth  Rate =16. 3  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.11  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  18.1. 

Death  Rate=11.3  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.12  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  12.6. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

97 

94 

191 

6 

3 

9 

103 

97 

200 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants  under 

3 

2 

5 

3 

2 

5 

1  year 

Deaths  of 
infants  under 

4 

3 

7 

4 

3 

7 

4  weeks 

4 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

6 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 


Properties  connected  to 

Parish 

Estimated 

Number  of 

Mains  Water  Supply 

Population 

Dwellings 

(i)  Direct 

(ii)  Standpipe 

Lydney 

5,157 

1,647 

1,568 

— 

Tidenham 

2,693 

860 

625 

10 

St.  Briavels 

1,174 

375 

183 

— 

Woolaston 

827 

264 

170 

8 

Aylburton 

777 

248 

202f 

— 

Hewelsfield 

420 

134 

85 

— 

Alvington 

392 

125 

99 

1 

Totals 

11,440* 

3,653 

2,932 

19 

♦This  is  800  less  than  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  12,240 
in  order  to  allow  for  the  personnel  and  apprentices  at  the  Beachley 
Army  Apprentices’  School.  The  figure  for  the  number  of  dwellings 
and  properties  connected  to  a  Mains  Water  Supply  were  supplied 
by  Mr.  D.  S.  Bennett,  A.R.V.A.,  the  Rating  Officer,  and  the  popula¬ 
tion  is  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  apportioned  according  to 
the  number  of  dwellings. 

fThis  includes  78  dwellings  supplied  by  the  Aylburton  Village 
Supply. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


Mr.  W.  M.  Richards  reports  as  follows: — 

Housing  Acts  1936—57. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  considered  by  the  Council. 

Closing  Orders  made  . 

Closing  Orders  made  in  respect  of  parts  of  buildings 
Undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  house  for  human 

habitation  until  rendered  fit . 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  after  formal  notice  . 


2 

2 

1 

2 


Clearance  Areas. 

The  4  houses  in  the  Swan  Row,  Woolaston,  Clearance  Order, 
1937  have  now  been  demolished. 

The  houses  included  in  the  Post  Office  Row  and  Red  Lion  Court 
Clearance  Orders  still  remain  to  be  demolished. 


Rent  Act,  1957. 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

No.  of  Certificates  (a)  granted . 

(b)  not  issued 

No.  of  Certificates  cancelled  . 


11 

9 

2 

2 
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Moveable  Dwellings  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  — Secs.  268-69. 

Number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  38 

Licences  granted  during  the  year: — 

(a)  To  use  land  as  sites  for  Moveable  Dwellings  .  0 

(b)  To  use  or  station  and  use  a  Moveable  Dwelling  ...  9 


(cj  Renewal  of  licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(d)  Licences  cancelled  (no  application  for  renewal) .  5 

Number  on  Register: —  Lydney  9 

Aylburton  2 

Woolaston  4 

Tidenham  1 

Hewelsfield  2 

St.  Briavels  1 


Water  Supply — Seventeen  sites  are  supplied  by  tap  or  standpipes, 
two  from  Public  Wells. 


Disinfection. 


Number  of  premises  disinfected: —  Tuberculosis 

Other  diseases .  10 

Verminous  .  2 

Total  .  14 


Action  was  also  taken  in  regard  to  7  unclean  premises. 

Water  Samples 

Eighty-one  samples  were  taken  from  various  sources  to  the 


following  laboratories : — 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport . .  70 

University  of  Bristol,  Canynge  Hall,  Bristol .  10 

City  and  County  Laboratories  (Ellis  and  Turner,  Gloucester)  1 
The  sources  were  as  follows : — 

Boreholes  .  26 

Piped  supplies .  39 

Wells  .  9 

Swimming  Pools  ...  7 

Examination : — Newport  Laboratory — Bacteriological  ...  52 

— Free  Chlorine  ...  18 

Bristol  and  Gloucester  Laboratories  — Chemical  .  11 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  dealt  with  these  in  his  monthly 
report  to  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Public  Wells 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  three  public  wells  in  the 
Parishes  of  Tidenham  and  Hewelsfield. 
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Milk. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Dairies  not  at  farm  .  .  ...  ...  2 

Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949 — 1954. 

Licences  granted  by  the  County  Council  ...  ...  ...  1 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  to  use  the  special  desig¬ 
nation  ‘Sterilised’  and  ‘Pasteurised’  in  relation  to  milk 
sold  from  The  Creamery,  Quay  Street,  Gloucester,  and 
Sedbury  Dairies  Ltd.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949—1954. 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  to  use  the  special  desig¬ 
nation ‘Tuberculin  Tested  ’  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

9  Producer-Retailers  distribute  milk  produced  at  their  own 
farms. 

There  are  20  registered  retailers  in  the  district.  Two  reside  out¬ 
side  the  district.  Nine  retailers  draw  their  milk  supplies,  sterilised 
and  pasteurised,  in  bottles  from  The  Creamery,  Quay  Street,  Glou¬ 
cester  and  Sedbury  Dairies  Ltd. 


Milk  Samples. 

Forty-eight  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  examination. 
The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949 — 1954. 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Newport  Laboratory  .  5  0 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949—1954. 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 
Newport  Laboratory  .  40  3 

Biological:  43  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  for  examination. 

Animal  innoculation  tests  on  all  specimens  yielded 
negative  results  to  tuberculosis. 


Sedbury  Dairies  Ltd. 

Number  of  Producers  38. 

Average  daily  throughput  of  milk:  2,250  gallons 
Bottles:  (daily  average) — 20,000. 

12  pint  bottles  taken  from  the  washing  machine  were  submitted 
for  examination.  These  bottles  were  fairly  satisfactory. 

Mean  bottle  count  of  12  bottles — 760  colonies. 
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Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  (Amendment)  Regulations  1952. 

There  are  36  premises  registered.  Two  new  premises  were  regis¬ 
tered  and  one  registration  cancelled  during  the  year. 

Number  on  Register: —  Retailer  Producer — Pre-Packed  34 

Retailer  Producer — Cold-mix  ...  2 

Retailer  Producer — Hot-mix  ...  0 

20  samples  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examination: — 

Details:  Grade  I  II  III  IV  Total 

17  3  0  0  20 

Methylene  Blue  Test — Reports  on  all  samples  were  satisfactory. 

43  visits  were  made  but  no  action  was  found  necessary  in  respect 
of  the  handling  of  ice  cream  or  condition  of  premises. 


Meat  Inspection. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection. 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  between  the  hours  of  10  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  in  each  week,  and  it  has  been 
possible  to  maintain  a  100  per  cent,  inspection  of  all  food  animals 
slaughtered. 

During  the  year  the  following  animals  have  been  slaughtered  in 
the  two  licensed  premises : — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

141 

— 

10 

oo 

vo 

'-J 

_ 1 

141 

— 

Number  inspected 

141 

— 

10 

897 

141 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

■ 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

8 

_ 

29 

4 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  . . 

5.6% 

3.2% 

3.5% 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 

condemned 

_ 

.. 

— —— 

. 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

6 

.  . 

_ 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

4.2% 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

-  -  - 

_ 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Amount  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  :— 


Bovine : 

2 

Bovine  Heads 

...  68  lbs. 

9 

Bovine  Livers 

...  Ill  lbs. 

2 

Bovine  Lungs 

...  20  lbs. 

Offal  . 

...  8  lbs. 

Total  207  lbs. 

Sheep: 

29 

Livers  . 

...  47  lbs. 

Total  47  lbs. 

Pigs : 

1 

Carcase 

...  132  lbs. 

2 

Heads  . 

11  lbs. 

2 

Plucks  . 

13  lbs. 

Total  156  lbs. 
Total  410  lbs. 

330  Tins  of  various  foodstuffs 
2-jr  stone  of  fish. 

23^  lbs.  Imported  Beef. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  Council  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by 
Section  3  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  as  amended  by 
Section  3  of  the  1954  Act,  issued  the  following  licences  during 
the  year: — 

To  slaughter  and  stun  cattle,  calves,  sheep  and  pigs  ...  7 

To  slaughter  and  stun  pigs  only  .  .  16 

To  slaughter  and  stun  cattle,  calves,  sheep  and  pigs  under 

supervision  .  2 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
Report  for  year  ending  31st  December,  1958. 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

All  others 
including  business 
premises 

Number  of  properties  inspected  by 
Local  Authority  as  a  result  of : — 

(a)  Notification 

22 

16 

(b)  Survey  under  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

8 

947 

523 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when  visited 
primarily  for  other  pur¬ 
poses)  . .  . .  . . 

- -  ... 

42 

67 

Total  inspections  including  re¬ 
inspections 

11 

1,011 

606 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be  infested 
by : — 

(a)  Rats :  Major 

Minor 

1 

65 

22 

(b)  Mice:  Major 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

1 

8 

9 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Authority  . . 

2 

24 

Number  of  Block  Control  schemes 
carried  out 

— 

7 

2 

Lydney  Sewers 

Treatments  were  concluded  with  considerable  success.  The  use 
of  Warfarin  poison  in  the  new  bait  formula  has  given  very  good 
results  and  the  addition  of  0.25%  Paranitrophenol,  as  a  mould 
inhibitor,  gave  a  good  degree  of  preservation.  Palatability  of 
baits  was  maintained  in  most  manholes.  The  new  technique  em¬ 
ployed  in  these  treatments  facilitates  a  much  more  satisfactory  treat¬ 
ment  of  each  individual  manhole  as  well  as  sections  of  the  sewer 
system. 

Insect  Pests 

Extensive  late  season  breeding  of  flies  in  uncovered  refuse  tips 
resulted  in  very  heavy  infestation  of  adjacent  premises.  Treatment 
with  “Knock-down”  and  residual  poisons  were  carried  out  at  these 
properties  and  the  nuisance  was  abated  as  far  as  possible,  although 
flies  continue  to  come  from  the  tips. 
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Lydney  Shipping 


Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  Year  1958: — 


Coastwise 

Number 

(Motors) 

(Sailing) 

Tonnage 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

Number  of  Vessels 
on  which 
defects  were 
remedied 

— 

373 

20,772 

— 

— 

Traffic  Summary,  1958 


Vessels 

Vessels 

Timber 

Coal 

Other 

Year 

Inwards 

outwards 

imported 

exported 

Cargoes 

1957 

558 

553 

14,410 

49,439 

Nil 

1958 

373 

374 

18,860 

16,685 

Nil 

Increase 

— 

4,450 

— 

— 

Decrease 

185 

179 

— 

32,754 

— 

Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948 
Part  1  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector): 


Number  of 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosec’ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

7 

14 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

40 

72 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  outworkers’  premises) 

3 

8 

Total 

50 

94 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found : — 


Number  of  cases 

Number 

in  which  defects  were  found 

of  cases 

» 

in  which 
prosec’tns 

Particulars 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (SI) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventila¬ 
tion  (S.4)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveni¬ 
ences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  . . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  . . 

— 

— 

' 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  Out¬ 
workers).  . . 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

i  2 

— 

During  the  Year: — 

Added 

Deleted 

Change 

Factories  5 

1 

3 

Outworkers 

No. 

Whitecroft  Pin  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.,  Lydney,  Glos.  16 
Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire  (Sec.  34) 

Four  Certificates  were  issued  specifying  in  detail  the  means  of 
escape  provided;  the  number  of  persons  employed  or  proposed 
to  be  employed  in  Factories  as  a  whole  and  any  explosive  or  highly 
inflammable  material  stored  or  used. 

I  thank  the  Gloucestershire  Fire  Service  Prevention  Department 
for  their  continued  assistance  and  owners  of  Factories  for  their 
co-operation. 
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Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 

Forty-one  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  for  the  Storage 


of  Petroleum  Spirit. 

Summary: — Filling  Stations  ...  ...  13 

Farms  ...  ...  ...  7 

Factories  .  10 

Quarries  ...  ...  ...  4 

Business  premises  ...  7 


Home  Office  Circular  No.  84/57 

Fire  Service  Circular  No.  19/1957 

At  3  premises  underground  tanks  and  pipelines  were  tested  by 
subjecting  each  to  an  internal  pressure  of  10  lbs.  per  square  inch 
for  a  sufficient  time  to  test  their  imperviousness. 

At  4  other  premises  it  was  found  necessary  to  carry  out  another 
method  of  testing,  the  13  underground  tanks  were  dipped  and 
sealed  and  a  second  dip  carried  out  after  24  hours. 

As  a  result  of  these  tests  2  underground  tanks  with  a  storage 
capacity  of  500  gallons  each  proved  to  be  defective  and  not  safe 
for  the  storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  and  were  dealt  with  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

Minor  defects  found  in  underground  tanks  at  2  other  premises 
were  remedied. 

Petroleum  (Carbide  of  Calcium)  Order,  1929 

One  premises  was  licensed  for  the  keeping  of  carbide  of  calcium. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 — Survey 

The  object  of  this  first  survey  was  to  make  personal  contact 
with  industrial  management,  allowing  the  subject  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act  to  be  introduced  and  discussed,  thus  indicating  that  the 
Council  is  actively  interested  in  the  subject.  The  co-operation  of 
the  industries  was  invited,  problems  discussed  and  solutions  sought. 
The  reception  of  industry  has  been  on  the  whole  friendly. 

50  premises  are  registered  by  this  authority  under  the  Factories 
Act,  1937 — 48.  Details  as  regards  (a)  Fuel  and  Fuel  Consumption 
(b)  Height  and  Diameter  of  Chimneys  (c)  Boilers,  etc.,  at  14  of  the 
larger  factories  were  submitted. 

From  first  observations  taken  it  was  found  that  the  emission 
of  black  smoke  from  only  5  chimneys  serving  5  furnaces  at  3  fact¬ 
ories  was  more  than  two  minutes  in  the  aggregate  in  any  period 
of  30  minutes  and  appeared  to  be  as  dark  as  or  darker  than  shade  4 
in  the  Ringleman  Chart.  One  of  these  Factories  has  a  Fuel  Effi¬ 
ciency  Service  Contract  and  the  other  two  may  convert  to  oil  if 
the  experimental  period  proves  economical. 
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The  remaining  36  factories  have  in  use  combustion  stoves,  gas 
and  electric  heaters.  Only  a  small  proportion  of  the  factories  are 
burning  solid  smokeless  fuel  and  coke. 

It  will  take  a  little  time  for  managements  to  adjust  themselves  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Act  as  regards  changing  from  coal  to  oil 
burning  or  the  burning  of  smokeless  fuel. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

Alkali  &c.,  Works  Regulations  Act,  1906 

Notification  that  two  premises  were  registered  was  received 
from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Public  Health  Acts 

Complaints:  61  were  reported,  57  of  which  were  abated  after 
personal  approach  and  the  service  of  preliminary  notices,  4  remain 
unabated. 


Food  Premises 

Number  inspected  of  the  following 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  . 

Butchers’  Shops 

Grocers’  Shops  . 

Catering  Establishments 


(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 


Inspections 
..  202 
71 
89 
54 


Other  Food  Premises  including  Mobile  Shops  49 


Cinematograph  Act,  1909  and  1952— -Public  Health  Acts 
Lydney  Picture  House,  Lydney 

Two  additional  water  closets  were  provided  and  improvements 
were  carried  out  to  the  confectionery  store. 


ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  H.  I.  Spratt,  M.I.Mun.,  Eng.,  A.M.P.T.I.,  M.R.S.H.,  reports 
as  follows: — 

Water  supplied  to  the  district  is  derived  from  four  sources : — 

(1)  Ferneyley  Springs 

(2)  Borehole  at  Rodmore 

(3)  Tufts  Level,  and 

(4)  Parish  of  Tidenham  from  the  Chepstow  Water  Co. 

The  Ferneyley  Springs  supply  the  Parishes  of  Lydney,  Aylburton, 
Alvington  and  Woolaston  from  the  reservoirs  at  Heaven’s  Gate 
and  at  Chapel  Hill.  The  pumps  at  Rodmore  lift  the  water  from 
the  boreholes  and  it  is  again  pumped  to  a  reservoir  at  Harthill  to 
supply  Hewelsfield  and  St.  Briavels.  The  scheme  is  so  designed 
that  the  yield  from  Ferneyley  can  be  reimbursed  with  water  from 
the  boreholes  without  additional  pumping.  With  the  inauguration 
of  the  new  supplies,  the  water  from  Tufts  Level  is  now  only  used 
for  industrial  purposes. 
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The  estimated  yields  and  consumptions  are  as  follows : — 


Ferneyley 

Springs 

Rodmore 

Tufts 

Yield: 

133,470,000 

8,123,000 

182,500,000 

Amount  utilised  . . . 

89,577,000 

8,123,000 

24,371,000 

Surplus: 

43,893,000 

158,129,000 

I  have  no  record  of  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  by  the  Chep¬ 
stow  Water  Company  to  the  Army  Apprentices’  School  at  Beachley 
and  other  properties  within  their  statutory  area. 

Re-drilling  of  the  fall  at  Tufts  Level  was  completed  early  in  the 
year,  and  the  discharge  was  considerably  increased,  this,  together 
with  the  new  6  inch  main,  has  much  improved  the  supply  to  the 
Industrial  Estate. 

A  small  private  supply  is  still  being  used  to  provide  water  to  the 
majority  of  houses  in  Aylburton  village,  and  although  householders 
were  given  the  opportunity  of  a  free  connection  to  the  mains,  no 
applications  for  water  were  received.  At  the  present  time,  although 
mains  have  been  laid  throughout  the  village,  no  revenue  is  being 
received. 

By  the  linking  of  the  main  at  Alvington,  the  supply  to  W  oolaston  was 
very  much  improved.  The  Woodside  scheme  was  commenced 
together  with  alterations  to  the  Woolaston  Common  reservoir, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  delivery  of  pumping  machinery 
was  awaited.  A  new  main  has  been  laid  from  Luggscross  to  Pluster- 
wine  Farm,  so  feeding  the  three  farms  in  this  area. 

A  scheme  has  been  prepared  forextending  the  main  from  Netherend 
to  Brookend  to  supply  High  Woolaston,  the  estimated  cost  of  this 
scheme  is  £14,235,  and  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Hous¬ 
ing  and  Local  Government  for  outline  approval.  In  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  this  scheme  I  have  allowed  for  a  future  extension  to  Stroat, 
which  although  within  the  Parish  of  Tidenham  in  the  statutory 
area  of  the  Chepstow  Water  Company,  is  an  area  which  will  require 
attention  at  a  later  date.  At  the  present  time  there  are  several 
small  piped  schemes,  but  the  developed  areas  of  this  Parish  are 
supplied  by  the  Chepstow  Water  Company. 

Completion  of  the  new  main  at  Brockweir  was  effected  and  now 
the  Spout  Supply  has  been  abandoned. 

The  two  large  contracts  for  water  supply  have  now  been  virtually 
completed  and  all  the  mains,  etc.,  are  in  use  and  connections  made 
for  the  householders.. 

In  addition  the  extensions  to  Coldharbour,  Lower  Mesne,  St. 
Briavels  have  been  finished  and  houses  connected  up.  New  mains 
have  also  been  laid  from  St.  Briavels  to  Closeturf  Farm,  mainly  to 
feed  all  the  farms  in  the  area.  This  main  should  do  much  to  improve 
the  good  husbandry  of  these  farms  and  has  met  a  very  urgent  demand. 
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In  Lydney,  the  seven  houses  at  Neds  Top  are  all  a  distance  from 
the  Council’s  main,  so  arrangements  were  made  with  the  West 
Dean  Rural  District  Council  to  supply  water  in  bulk.  The  con¬ 
nections  were  completed  and  the  supply  very  much  appreciated 
by  the  inhabitants. 

During  the  years  1957  and  1958,  the  work  of  the  undertaking 
has  considerably  increased,  and  in  addition  there  is  a  marked  im¬ 
provement  to  the  existing  supplies.  All  this  work  is  not  without 
its  problems,  but  the  ready  assistance  of  my  staff  has  made  very 
little  inconvenience  to  the  consumers.  I  should  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  them  for  their  help  and 
also  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  understanding  and 
co-operation.  The  co-operation  of  the  The  Water  Supplies  Officer 
of  the  Gloucestershire  County  Agricultural  Committee  has,  I 
feel,  been  very  instrumental  in  obtaining  quick  approval  to  schemes 
where  farm  supplies  are  concerned. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Committee  asked  me  to  prepare 
a  scheme  which  will  in  effect  make  a  supply  of  water  available  to 
the  remaining  part  of  the  district.  The  areas  are  chiefly  at  Under¬ 
hill,  Brockweir,  parts  of  Hewelsfield  Common  and  The  Fence, 
St.  Briavels.  These  investigations  are  proceeding  and  a  report  is 
now  being  prepared,  together  with  approximate  estimates.  The 
areas  are  sparsely  populated  and  the  relative  cost  must  therefore 
be  high,  but  in  areas  such  as  these,  the  question  of  an  adequate 
and  wholesome  supply  cannot  be  judged  only  from  the  cost.  When 
the  report  has  been  completed  and  adopted  by  the  Committee, 
then,  I  feel,  the  work  should  be  arranged  in  a  programme  and  an 
effort  made  to  complete  the  whole  in  sections,  and  so  reach  a  stage 
when  the  supply  is  available  to  all  properties. 

Apart  from  the  areas  mentioned  above  and  under  consideration 
are  Tidenham  Chase  and  Parkhill.  The  first  is  within  the  statutory 
area  of  the  Chepstow  Water  Company,  and  is  well  above  the 
reservoir  level,  and  the  second  is  a  small  detached  and  scattered 
group  of  houses  a  mile  from  the  nearest  main  at  Woodside,  the 
subsoil  is  rock,  making  any  extension  of  the  main  very  costly. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SUMMARY 
Water  Supply 

Ferneyley  Supply.  Chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  (one  sample  each)  were  both  satisfactory. 

Tufts  Level  Supply.  This  is  now  used  almost  entirely  for  in¬ 
dustrial  purposes.  A  chemical  analysis  was  satisfactory  but  a 
bacteriological  examination  showed  pollution. 

Borehole  Supply,  Aylesmore.  Two  samples  examined  bacterio- 
logically  were  satisfactory  and  a  chemical  analysis  was  satisfactory. 
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Aylburton  Village  Supply.  Of  six  samples  two  were  satisfactory, 
two  showed  slight  contamination,  one  was  reported  on  as  con¬ 
taminated  and  one  as  grossly  contaminated. 

Chepstow  Water  Company’s  Water.  A  sample  taken  from  a 
tap  on  this  supply  at  Tidenham  was  satisfactory. 

Sewerage 

A  start  was  made  on  the  Allastone  extension  of  the  Lydney 
sewerage  scheme.  Alvington  with  Netherend  and  St.  Briavels 
need  to  be  sewered.  A  number  of  disposal  problems  exist  in  the 
Tidenham  parish  and  the  need  for  a  sewerage  system  is  increasing. 

Half  Acre  Cafe 

As  stated  in  my  1957  Report  the  borehole  water  supply  at  this 
cafe  was  unsafe.  The  owner  promised  to  chlorinate  the  water 
by  the  end  of  1957,  and  although  by  then  the  apparatus  had  been 
delivered,  it  had  not  been  put  into  use. 

A  bacteriological  examination  on  the  6th  January  revealed 
the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  micro-organisms  of  sewage 
origin  being  totally  unfit  for  human  consumption.  At  the  January 
meeting  the  Council  decided  to  prosecute  the  owner  of  this  cafe 
under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulation  1955  and  this  case  was  heard 
on  the  12th  March,  the  owner  being  fined  £5  and  3  guineas  costs. 
Five  samples  taken  in  February  after  the  chlorinator  was  in  use 
were  bacteriologically  satisfactory.  A  sample  taken  in  March  was 
contaminated  but  subsequent  samples  taken  in  April,  June  and 
November  were  satisfactory.  A  sample  of  the  raw  water  taken  in 
December  showed  contamination  including  faecal  contamination. 
The  chlorinator  was  a  simple  hypochlorite  drip  into  the  tank  into 
which  the  water  was  pumped  and  from  which  the  supply  is  drawn. 
Such  a  method  cannot  be  regarded  as  safe  for  such  a  polluted 
water.  This  cafe  has  been  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  work  and 
will  require  frequent  inspection. 

Swimming  Pools 

Bathurst  Pool.  This  pool  has  circulation,  filtration,  chlorination 
and  aeration  apparatus.  A  sample  taken  in  June  was  bacteriolog¬ 
ically  satisfactory. 

Beachley  Pool.  Two  samples  were  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 
This  pool  is  filled  with  water  from  the  estuary  collected  at  high 
tide  and  depends  on  its  salt  content  for  its  bacteriological  condition. 
In  view  of  its  dirty  appearance  the  owner  was  asked  to  filter  and 
circulate  the  water. 

Mortuary 

There  being  no  mortuary  except  that  at  the  Lydney  Hospital, 
the  Hospital  Management  Committee  asked  the  Council  to  provide 
one. 
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Housing  Progress 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  E.  A.  Beech  and  Mr.  H.  I.  Spratt  for  the 
following  information: — 


Council 

Houses  completed 

• 

Pre-War 

Post-War 

1958 

and  up  to 

including 

Total 

1946 

1958 

Lydney  ... 

3 

235 

296 

531 

Tidenham 

. . .  — 

50 

144 

194 

St.  Briavels 

. . .  — 

8 

20 

28 

Aylburton 

— 

8 

36 

44 

Woolaston 

— 

12 

39 

51 

Hewelsfield 

. . .  — 

6 

4 

10 

Alvington 

— 

14 

17 

31 

3 

333 

556 

889 

3  Reema  Bungalows  were  completed  in  Lydney  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  Council  own  1 1  cottages  purchased 
in  1956.  Six  have  been  modernised  and  are  now  occupied,  and 
work  has  commenced  on  four  more. 

Private  Houses  completed  during  the  year 

Lydney  12,  St.  Briavels  1,  Tidenham  16,  Aylburton  2,  Woolaston 
1,  Hewelsfield  2,  Alvington  1,  bringing  the  number  built  since  the 
war  to  241. 


51 


NEWENT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  (31.12.58) 

Chairman:  R.  S.  Chew 
Vice-Chairman:  Mrs.  B.  V.  W.  Rowden 

Members:  Councillors  J.  M.  Brooks,  A.  J.  Bubb,  1.  C.  Davies, 
F.  Dunn,  A.  E.  Hicks,  G.  H.  Hyett,  F.  G.  Knight,  R.  P.  Ovington, 
W.  P.  P.  Price,  J.  M.  Smith,  P.  F.  Winfield  and  W.  E.  Wright. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health :  M.  L.  Sutcliffe,  T.D.,  M.R.C.S., 

L. R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  D.P.M.  (resigned 
3 1  st  October) 

A.  T.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.), 
D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (ap¬ 
pointed  from  1st  November) 

Surveyor  and  Public 

Health  Inspector:  H.  S.  Jenkinson,  A.I.A.S.,  M.R.S.H., 

M. A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health 

Inspector  and  Pests  Officer:  T.  A.  Chetwood,  A. R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Rodent  Operator(part-time)  J.  Freeman 
Clerk:  Miss  M.  C.  Davis 

Statistics 

Population  =  8,470  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1958). 

Area =40,845  acres. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1958  =  £56,226. 

Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1958  =  £225  9s.  Od. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  145.  Number  of  Deaths  =  88. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  57. 

Birth  Rate  =  17.1  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.15  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  19.7. 
Death  Rate  =  10.4  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparatability  factor  of  0.94  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  9.8. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

68 

69 

137 

6 

2 

8 

74 

71 

145 

Still  Births 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

-7— 

1 

3 

4 

Deaths  of 
infants  under 

1  year 

3 

3 

3 

- 

3 

Deaths  of 
infants  under 

4  weeks 

2 

2 

2 

_ 

2 
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Notification  of  certain  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis  Cases 


i 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Dysentery 

Tuberculosis 

(new  cases) 

Tuberculosis 

(Total  cases 

on  Registers) 

Bromsberrow  . . 

3 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

Corse  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dymock  . 

— 

3 

1 

9 

1 

6 

Hartpury . 

_ 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Kempley . 

— 

1 

— 

8 

— 

— 

Newent  . 

11 

4 

6 

15 

2 

19 

Oxenhall . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pauntley . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Redmarley 

2 

2 

— 

4 

— 

3 

Rudford  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Staunton . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Taynton  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tibberton . 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Upleadon . 

— 

— 

— 

« — 

“ 

— 

Total  . . 

16 

20 

7 

36 

4 

34 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Measles 

There  were  only  16  notifications  of  this  disease.  8  were  at  Newent 
in  February,  2  in  April,  and  1  in  November.  3  were  at  Broms- 
berrow  in  July  and  2  at  Redmarley  in  September. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  20  notifications  and  except  for  a  case  at  Newent  in 
January,  were  scattered  through  the  district  through  the  latter  half 
of  the  year. 

Dysentery 

There  were  36  notifications  in  the  months  of  February  and  March 
in  Dymock,  Kempley,  Redmarley  and  Newent,  with  2  cases  at 
Redmarley  in  April. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  7  notifications,  one  at  Dymock  in  April,  the  others 
being  at  Newent,  one  each  in  April,  May,  June  and  July  and  two 
in  December. 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

There  was  one  notification  which  was  at  Newent  in  November. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

There  were  3  notifications,  one  at  Dymock,  one  at  Newent  and 
one  at  Redmarley. 
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Tuberculosis 


There  were  4  notifications  of  new  cases;  there  were  no  deaths 
from  this  disease. 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
Male  Female  Male  Female  Total 

Number  of  cases  noti¬ 
fied  during  year  ...  4  —  —  —  4 


Cases  on  Register  at 

end  of  year  ...  20  10  —  4  34 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  . 

— 

— 

_ 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  .... 

■ — 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Other  forms  of  infectious  disease  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

1 

— 

1 

„  „  lung  and  bronchus . 

— 

1 

1 

„  „  breast . 

— 

3 

3 

„  „  uterus  . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

5 

9 

Leukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  disease  of  the  nervous  system 

8 

6 

14 

Coronary  disease  and  angina 

2 

5 

7 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease  . . 

3 

10 

13 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

6 

12 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

5 

Bronchitis  . 

2 

— 

2 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  the  prostate 

2 

— 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  . 

— 

— ' 

— 

Congenital  malformations . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

4 

8 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

1 

5 

All  other  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

43 

45 

88 
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SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  S  REPORT 
(a)  Public  Health  Section 


Housing 

Unfit  houses  closed 

i  Under  Section  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1)  Housing  Act,  1957 

ii  Under  Section  17(3)  and  26  Housing  Act,  1957 

iii  Parts  of  buildings  closed  ... 

Unfit  houses  licensed  for  temporary  occupation 
Unfit  houses  made  fit  under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957 
Unfit  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  or  made  fit  by  in¬ 
formal  action . 

Housing  Survey 

No.  of  unfit  houses  in  original  Survey  . 

No.  of  additions . . 

No.  of  houses  in  which  repairs  and/or  improvements  carried 
out  and  up-graded 

No.  of  properties  in  which  Statutory  action  taken  ... 

No.  of  above  properties  vacated  ...  . 

No.  of  properties  at  end  of  year  in  which  no  statutory 
action  taken  . 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair: 

No,  of  applications  for  certificates  . 

No.  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ... 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects 

Factories 


Inspections  for  the  provisions  as  to  health 


No.  of 
premises 
in 

Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

No.  of 

Occupiers 

Pros¬ 

ecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1 , 2,  3, 4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
ities . 

7 

12 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

23 

33 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers) 

8 

10 

— 

— 

Total 

38 

55 

— 

— 

12 

1 

Nil 

3 

1 

63 


87 

8 

10 

47 

33 

38 


1 

1 

1 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  where 

were  found 

defects 

No.  of  Cases  in 

which  Prosecu¬ 

tions  were  ins¬ 
tituted 

Found 

Remed’d 

Referred 

to 

H.M.I 

by 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  cleanliness  S.l. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  S.2. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temp.  S.3. 

— 

— 

— 

Inadeq.  Ventilation  S.4. 

— - 

— 

— 

; 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  S.6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Latrines  S.7. 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  Homework)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Caravan  Licences 

There  are  no  large  caravan  sites  in  the  area.  1 1  Licences  mainly 
for  single  caravans  were  either  granted  or  renewed. 


Water  Supplies 

Main  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  provided  by  the  Glou¬ 
cester  Corporation  and  to  a  much  lesser  extent,  Malvern  Urban 
District  Council  and  these  statutory  Water  Undertakings  are 
responsible  for  the  purity  and  adequacy  of  their  supplies. 

Newent  Rural  District  Council  administer  Newent  Town  for 
which  a  bulk  supply  is  taken  from  the  Gloucester  Corporation 
supply. 

Extensions  of  mains  in  1958  by  Parishes. 


(a)  Gloucester  Corporation 

Parish  Size  of  Main 

Newent  9 " 

4* 

3" 

Upleadon  4 " 


Length  (yards) 

1,727 

1,194 

770 

430 


4,121 


(b)  Malvern  Urban  District  Council:  Nil 
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Extension  of  mains  authorised  by  the  Council  but  not  yet  laid, 
(a)  Gloucester  Corporation 

Parish  Size  of  Main  Length  (yards) 


Redmarley  9 " 

6" 

4" 

Newent  4" 

Taynton  4" 

3" 


2,630 

1,400 

670 

656 

2,501 

350 


8,207 


(b)  Malvern  Urban  District  Council:  Nil. 


Well  Supplies 

3  well  supply  samples  were  examined  by  the  Council’s  Analyst 
and  all  were  considered  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Main  Water  Supplies  in  the  District  showing  the  number  of 
houses  and  population  served. 

(These  figures  are  provided  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  17/55.) 


Parish 

Mains  Supply 

No.  of 

houses 

supplied 

Pop. 

Stand 

Pipes 

(Main) 

No.  of 

houses 

supl’d 

Pop. 

Bromsberrow 

Malvern  U.D.C. 

51 

163 

Corse 

Glos.  Corporation 

83 

243 

Dymock 

Malvern  U.D.C. 

52 

166 

3 

8 

18 

Glos.  Corporation 

203 

601 

Hartpury 

99  99 

146 

435 

Kempley 

99  99 

75 

230 

Newent 

Newent  Town 

608 

1952 

5 

14 

45 

Glos.  Corporation 

229 

905 

Oxenhall 

»  j) 

45 

143 

Pauntley 

99  99 

26 

76 

1 

1 

3 

Redmarley 

99  99 

122 

371 

Malvern  U.D.C. 

18 

67 

Rudford 

Glos.  Corporation 

53 

140 

Staunton 

99  99 

99 

307 

Taynton 

99  99 

58 

179 

Tibberton 

99  99 

76 

214 

Upleadon 

99  99 

60 

179 

Total 

2,004 

6,371 

9 

23 

66 

9  bacteriological  and  7  chemical  samples  were  taken  during  the 
year  and  all  were  satisfactory. 
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Milk  Supplies 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  registration  and  licences  as  shown 
in  Table. 

All  milk  sold  retail  in  the  district  has  to  be  either  Tuberculin 
Tested,  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised. 


Issue  of  Licences  for  Milk  Dealers 


Classification  of 

Dealer’s 

Supplementary 

Milk 

Licences 

Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested 

4 

— 

Pasteurised 

6 

3 

Sterilised 

1 

— 

Note: — Supplementary  Licences  are  issued  to  dealers  who  dis¬ 
tribute  milk  from  premises  situated  outside  the  District. 

Retail  Milk  Sampling 


Nature  of  Test  Results  of  Examinations 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Methylene  Blue  (keeping  quality)  8  2 

Phosphatase  (efficiency  of  pasteurisation)  3  — 

Biological  (presence  of  Tb.  etc.)  — - 

Coliform  or  plate  count  (cleanliness)  Sampling  by  Co.  P.H.  Dept 


Milk  Registration 


No.  of  milk  distributors  registered  . 

No.  of  dairy  premises  registered  (other  than  dairy  farms)  ...  3 


Meat 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924—1952 
Slaughterhouses 

There  are  3  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  at  Newent,  Dymock 
and  Tibberton.  (The  one  at  Dymock  is  used  only  occasionally) 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933—4954 
17  Slaughtermen  are  licensed  in  the  District 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


1 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Exclud 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Goats 

Horses 

Total 

ing 

Cows 

Lambs  i 

Number  killed 

212 

_ 

9 

1,176 

359 

— 

— 

1,476 

Number  inspected  . . 
All  diseases  except 

212 

— 

9 

1,176 

359 

— 

— 

1,476 

tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci.  Whole 
carcases  condemned  . 

5 

3 

8 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

23 

43 

20 

86 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber- 

culosis  and  cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  con- 

10.84 

4.81 

• 

6.41 

6.1 

demned 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

4 

4 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

1.88 

• 

0.27 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

2 

2 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by  re- 

| 

frigeration 
Generalised  and 

2 

2 

totally  condemned  . . 

1 

Total  weight  of  meat  or  organs  condemned  for: 


(1)  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  and  cysticercosis  .  575  lbs. 


(2)  Tuberculosis  .  80  lbs. 

(3)  Cysticercosis  .  70  lbs. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

This  Department  is  notified  when  shops  or  individuals  suspect 
that  articles  of  food  are  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Table  shows  the  articles  of  food  condemned  during  the  year. 

Articles  Preserved  or  Tinned 

Meat  .  16  tins 

Vegetables .  1  tin 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices  ...  ...  ...  9  tins 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  tin 
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Ice  Cream 


There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturers  in  the  district. 

15  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  the  ice¬ 
cream  sold  is  pre-packed. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

In  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  19/56  a  request  was  made 
that  the  Public  Health  Department  include  a  detailed  report  on 
food  premises  in  the  District. 


Type  of  Business 

Total 

No. 

No.  of 
Ins¬ 
pections 

Remarks 

Cafes  &  Canteens 

15 

23 

This  includes  school  canteens. 

Grocery  and  Provision  Shops 

34 

87 

This  includes  sweet  shops  and 
chemists. 

Ice  Cream  Vendors  . . 

15 

22 

Registered  under  S.16  Food  & 
Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Butchers  Shops 

7 

52 

(This  includes  two  Mobile  Traders 
from  outside  the  district).  3 
registered  under  S.16  Food  & 
Drugs  Act,  1955  (sausage  mak¬ 
ing,  etc.) 

Fishmongers  . . 

4 

7 

(This  includes  3  mobile  vans). 
There  is  one  fried  fish  premises 
in  the  district. 

Bakehouses 

5 

20 

Three  of  these  are  small  and  old 
fashioned,  but  improved 

methods  of  preparation  have 
been  brought  about  during  the 
year. 

Licensed  Premises 

19 

19 

Plans  in  and  work  in  hand  at  3 
premises.  All  are  in  good 
hygienic  condition. 

Dairies 

3 

12 

Registered  under  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1959. 

Wholesale  Premises 
(Food  Manufacture) 

1 

2 

Egg  Packing  and  Poultry  Dress¬ 
ing  Station. 

Disposal  of  condemned  food  is  a  very  minor  matter,  and  is 
dealt  with  by  burial  on  the  Council  tips.  Suitable  meat  condemned 
at  the  slaughterhouses  is  dyed  and  salvaged  for  manufacture  by 
slaughterhouse  owners. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Report  by  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Pests 
Officer. 

During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out : — 


Private  Dwellings 

Council  Houses 

Farms 

Business  Premises 

Sewers  . .  . .  . 

Refuse  Tips  . 

Inspections  Treatment 

....  78  5 

....  19  — 

22  G.A.E.C. 

....  105  9 

....  8  3 

....  45  6 

Total  . .  277  23 

Details  of  work  carried  out  on  Sewers  and  Refuse  Tips. 

Sewers  and  Works 

Action  Taken  Result 

Cleeve  Lane  Sewage  Works 

Cadbury’s  Sewage  Works 

Lancaster  Terrace  Sewage  Works  . . 
Newent  Town  Sewers 

Dymock  Sewerage  System  . . 

. .  Treatment  Minor  infestation — 

Cleared 

.  .Treatment  Clear 

.  .Test  Baited  Clear 

. .  18  Treatments  Clear 

. .  Min.  of  Ag.  Fish  &  Food 

Treatment  not  required  until  1959. 

Refuse  Tips 

Action  Taken  Result 

Dymock  Refuse  Tip 

Malswick  Tip 

Tibberton 

Newent  R.D.C.  Yard  (Salvage  Depot) 

. .  Test  Baited  Under  observation 

. .  Test  Baited  Under  observation 

. .  Test  Baited  Clear 

.  .Test  Baited  Mice — cleared  by 

treatments. 

When  this  Council  carries  out  treatments  at  private  dwellings 
or  business  premises  at  the  request  of  the  owner/occupier,  charges 
are  made  to  cover  the  full  cost  of  the  treatment,  except  in  the 
case  of  old  age  pensioners. 

The  Council  have  no  arrangements  to  carry  out  disinfestation 
by  contract. 

The  Council’s  Rodent  Operator  is  a  full-time  employee  and 
undertakes  part-time  duty  in  Rodent  Control  when  necessary. 
The  methods  employed  are  those  recommended  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 
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(b)  Surveyor’s  Section 


Council  Houses 

The  Council  own  330  houses  and  3  flats,  all  but  1  being  3  and  4 
bedroomed.  During  the  year  plans  for  2  bedroomed  houses  were 
prepared  and  work  was  commenced  on  the  erection  of  6  of  this 
type  at  The  Tythings,  Newent,  in  August.  Plans  for  the  erection  of 
a  further  8  of  this  type  house  to  complete  the  site  were  well  advanced 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  majority  of  these  14  houses  will  be 
allocated  to  tenants  from  unfit  houses. 

Conversion 

Stable  accommodation  at  the  Old  Rectory,  Dymock  was  con¬ 
verted  into  a  2  bedroomed  house  by  direct  labour. 

Improvements  to  Council  Houses 

Steady  progress  is  being  made  in  improving  the  126  pre-war 
houses.  Mains  water  is  now  laid  on  to  all  houses  and  electricity 
to  all  but  14  houses.  Since  the  war  28  houses  have  been  installed 
with  W.C.’s  and  tenders  were  accepted  for  dealing  with  2  more 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  siting  of  some  of  these  houses  makes  it 
difficult  if  not  impossible  to  provide  satisfactory  drainage  without 
(a)  small  pumping  schemes,  and/or  (b)  obtaining  easements  to  deal 
with  effluent  on  land  outside  the  curtilages. 

Hot  water  installations  were  installed  at  6  houses  during  the  year. 

Repairs 

The  Council  have  set  up  a  small  direct  labour  force  who  carry 
out  most  of  the  repairs  and  external  painting  in  addition  to  other 
work.  This  new  scheme  is  proving  satisfactory. 

Private  Housing 

During  the  year  21  private  houses  were  built. 

Some  time  has  to  be  spent  on  private  building  work  both  for 
new  and  old  houses.  All  planning  applications,  both  outline  and 
applications  for  consent,  are  received  and  forwarded  to  the  County 
Planning  Officer  with  observations,  chiefly  regarding  drainage. 
Subsequent  Byelaw  inspections  include  testing  of  all  drainage  work. 

Improvement  Grants 

23  Improvement  Grants  were  made.  In  November  the  Council 
altered  the  proportion  of  Grant  payable  from  one  third  to  one  half. 

Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  is  collected  by  direct  labour  weekly  in  the  Newent  Town 
area  and  every  four  weeks  by  Parishes  over  the  remainder  of  the 
District. 
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Only  2  men  and  1  vehicle  are  employed  full-time  on  this  work. 
This  service  is  much  appreciated  and  would  be  more  so  if  a  fort¬ 
nightly  service  could  be  given  to  the  outlying  Parishes. 

One  main  refuse  tip  at  Malswick  is  in  use,  but  small  ponds  and 
depressions  are  filled  in  various  parts  of  the  District,  usually  after 
an  approach  by  the  landowner  concerned. 

Salvage 

The  market  for  salvage  depreciated  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
but  the  outlook  is  now  improving.  Nearly  31  tons  of  paper  were 
sold  for  £225. 

Including  salvage  revenue  a  7d.  rate  was  levied  for  refuse  col¬ 
lection  and  disposal. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Newent 

A  new  site  was  suggested  for  the  proposed  new  works  at  Cleeve 
Lane  which  will  be  designed  to  take  the  whole  of  Newent  Town. 
The  Consulting  Engineer  has  agreed  to  this  site  and  is  preparing 
details. 

Newent  Flooding 

Some  flooding  occurred  on  two  occasions  in  August  and  Sep¬ 
tember.  Rainfall  on  these  two  days  was  of  short  duration  but 
intense,  being  1.20  and  1.05  inches  respectively.  The  sewers  in  the 
lowest  parts  of  Broad  Street  and  High  Street  were  surcharged  and 
unable  to  take  the  volume  of  road,  roof  and  yard  water  which 
built  up  and  flooded  some  7  properties  to  a  depth  of  an  inch  or  so. 

The  sewerage  system  is  combined.  A  contributory  factor  to  the 
flooding  was  road  water  from  the  Holts.  The  County  Council 

have  now  diverted  water  from  this  length  of  road  into  a  water 

course.  This  will  relieve  the  sewerage  system.  In  addition  plans 
are  in  hand  for  constructing  a  storm  water  overflow  on  the  main 
sewer  outfall. 

Dymock  Sewerage 

An  extract  of  my  report  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  Decem¬ 
ber  is  set  out  below : — 

“Main  water  was  laid  in  1948  and  main  drainage  in  1950.  A 
survey  has  been  made  of  properties  on  the  line  of  the  sewer. 

Total  number  of  properties  or  dwellings  ...  .  59 

Number  connected  to  sewer  and  water  main  .  42 

Number  connected  to  water  but  not  sewer  .  7 

Number  connected  to  sewer  but  not  water  .  3” 

Corse  and  Staunton  Sewerage 

These  works  deal  with  12  Council  houses  and  a  number  of  private 
dwellings,  and  are  satisfactory. 
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Hartpury  Sewerage 

These  works  were  erected  to  deal  with  the  drainage  from  a 
private  housing  estate  and  have  been  taken  over  by  the  Council. 


Public  Conveniences 

Public  Conveniences  are  situated  at  Newent  and  Dymock. 
Following  a  request  from  the  Newent  Parish  Council,  the  Council 
agreed  to  erect  a  further  public  convenience  in  Newent  and  plans 
were  prepared.  The  erection  will  take  place  in  1959. 


Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire— Factories  Act 

1  Cerificate  was  issued.  This  completes  the  issuing  of  certificates 
to  relevant  premises. 


Petroleum  Storage 

40  premises  are  licensed  for  bulk  storage.  During  the  year 
tanks  at  10  premises  all  over  20  years  old  were  tested  and  found 
satisfactory. 
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